
6geNesIs 4-5
25 Adam made love to his wife 

 again, and she gave  birth to a son and 
 named him Seth, a s say ing, “God has 
grant ed me an oth er  child in  place of 
Abel,  since Cain  killed him.” t 26 Seth 
also had a son, and he  named him 
Enosh.

At that time peo ple be gan to call 
onb the name of the Lord. u

from adam to Noah

5 This is the writ ten ac count of 
 Adam’s fam i ly line.

When God cre at ed man kind, he 
made them in the like ness of God. v 
2 He cre at ed them male and fe male w 
and  blessed them. And he named 
them “Man kind” c when they were 
created.

3 When Adam had  lived 130  years, 
he had a son in his own like ness, in 
his own im age; x and he  named him 
Seth. 4 Af ter Seth was born, Adam 
 lived 800  years and had oth er sons 
and daugh ters. 5 Al to geth er, Adam 
 lived a to tal of 930  years, and then he 
died. y

6 When Seth had  lived 105  years, he 
be came the fa ther d of  Enosh. 7 Af ter 
he be came the fa ther of  Enosh, Seth 
 lived 807  years and had oth er sons 
and daugh ters. 8 Al to geth er, Seth  lived 
a to tal of 912  years, and then he died.

9 When  Enosh had  lived 90  years, 
he be came the fa ther of Ke nan. 10 Af-
ter he be came the fa ther of Ke nan, 
 Enosh  lived 815  years and had oth er 
sons and daugh ters. 11 Al to geth er, 
 Enosh  lived a to tal of 905  years, and 
then he died.

12 When Ke nan had  lived 70  years, 
he be came the fa ther of Ma ha la lel. 

13 Af ter he be came the fa ther of Ma-
ha la lel, Ke nan  lived 840  years and 
had oth er sons and daugh ters. 14 Al-
to geth er, Ke nan  lived a to tal of 910 
 years, and then he died.

15 When Ma ha la lel had  lived 65 
 years, he be came the fa ther of Ja-
red. 16 Af ter he be came the fa ther of 
Ja red, Ma ha la lel  lived 830  years and 
had oth er sons and daugh ters. 17 Al to-
geth er, Ma ha la lel  lived a to tal of 895 
 years, and then he died.

18 When Ja red had  lived 162  years, 
he be came the fa ther of  Enoch. z 19 Af-
ter he be came the fa ther of  Enoch, 
Ja red  lived 800  years and had oth er 
sons and daugh ters. 20 Al to geth er, Ja-
red  lived a to tal of 962  years, and then 
he died.

21 When  Enoch had  lived 65  years, 
he be came the fa ther of Me thu se lah. 
22 Af ter he be came the fa ther of Me-
thu se lah,  Enoch  walked faith ful ly 
with God a 300  years and had oth er 
sons and daugh ters. 23 Al to geth-
er,  Enoch  lived a to tal of 365  years. 
24 Enoch  walked faith ful ly with God; b 
then he was no more, be cause God 
took him away. c

25 When Me thu se lah had  lived 
187  years, he be came the fa ther of 
La mech. 26 Af ter he be came the fa-
ther of La mech, Me thu se lah  lived 
782  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters. 27 Al to geth er, Me thu se-
lah  lived a to tal of 969  years, and 
then he died.

28 When La mech had  lived 182 
 years, he had a son. 29 He  named him 
Noah e and said, “He will com fort us 
in the la bor and pain ful toil of our 
 hands  caused by the  ground the Lord 
has  cursed. d” 30 Af ter Noah was born, 
La mech  lived 595  years and had oth-
er sons and daugh ters. 31 Al to geth er, 
La mech  lived a to tal of 777  years, and 
then he died.

a 25 Seth probably means granted.   b 26 Or to 
proclaim   c 2 Hebrew adam   d 6 Father may mean 
ancestor; also in verses 7-26 .   e 29 Noah sounds like 
the Hebrew for comfort.   
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7 geNesIs 5-6
32 Af ter Noah was 500  years old, he 

be came the fa ther of Shem, Ham and 
Ja pheth.

wIckedNess IN the world

6 When hu man be ings be gan to 
in crease in num ber on the  earth e 

and daugh ters were born to them, 
2 the sons of God saw that the daugh-
ters of hu mans were beau ti ful, and 
they mar ried any of them they  chose. 
3 Then the Lord said, “My Spir it will 
not con tend with a hu mans for ev er, f 
for they are mor tal b; g  their days will 
be a hun dred and twen ty years.”

4 The Neph i lim h were on the  earth 
in  those days —  and also af ter ward —  
when the sons of God went to the 
daugh ters of hu mans and had chil-
dren by them. They were the he roes 
of old, men of re nown.

5 The Lord saw how  great the 
wick ed ness of the hu man race had 
be come on the  earth, and that ev ery 
in cli na tion of the  thoughts of the hu-
man  heart was only evil all the time. i 
6 The Lord re gret ted j that he had 
made hu man be ings on the  earth, 
and his  heart was deep ly trou bled. 
7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe from 
the face of the  earth the hu man race 
I have cre at ed —  and with them the 
an i mals, the  birds and the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground —  for I 
re gret that I have made them.” 8 But 
Noah  found fa vor in the eyes of the 
Lord. k

Noah aNd the flood
9 This is the ac count of Noah and 

his fam i ly.

Noah was a righ teous man, blame-
less  among the peo ple of his time, l 
and he  walked faith ful ly with God. m 
10 Noah had  three sons: Shem, Ham 
and Ja pheth. n

11 Now the  earth was cor rupt 
in  God’s  sight and was full of vi o-
lence. o 12 God saw how cor rupt the 
 earth had be come, for all the peo ple 
on  earth had cor rupt ed  their ways. p 
13 So God said to Noah, “I am go ing 
to put an end to all peo ple, for the 
 earth is  filled with vi o lence be cause 
of them. I am sure ly go ing to de-
stroy both them and the  earth. q 14 So 
make your self an ark of cy press c 
wood; r make  rooms in it and coat it 
with  pitch s in side and out. 15 This is 
how you are to  build it: The ark is to 
be  three hun dred cu bits long, fif ty 
cu bits wide and thir ty cu bits high. d 
16 Make a roof for it, leav ing be low 
the roof an open ing one cu bit e high 
all  around. f Put a door in the side of 
the ark and make low er, mid dle and 
up per  decks. 17 I am go ing to  bring 
flood wa ters on the  earth to de stroy 
all life un der the heav ens, ev ery crea-
ture that has the  breath of life in it. 
Ev ery thing on  earth will per ish. t 
18 But I will es tab lish my cov enant 
with you, u and you will en ter the 
ark v —  you and your sons and your 
wife and your sons’  wives with you. 
19 You are to  bring into the ark two of 
all liv ing crea tures, male and fe male, 
to keep them  alive with you. 20 Two w 
of ev ery kind of bird, of ev ery kind of 
an i mal and of ev ery kind of crea ture 
that  moves  along the  ground will 
come to you to be kept  alive. 21 You 
are to take ev ery kind of food that is 
to be eat en and  store it away as food 
for you and for them.”

22 Noah did ev ery thing just as God 
com mand ed him. x

a 3 Or My spirit will not remain in   b 3 Or corrupt   
c 14 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is 
uncertain .   d 15 That is, about 450 feet long, 75 feet 
wide and 45 feet high or about 135 meters long, 23 
meters wide and 14 meters high   e 16 That is, about 
18 inches or about 45 centimeters   f 16 The meaning 
of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain .   
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8geNesIs 7-8

7 The Lord then said to Noah, “Go 
into the ark, you and your  whole 

fam i ly, y be cause I have  found you 
righ teous z in this gen er a tion. 2 Take 
with you sev en  pairs of ev ery kind of 
 clean a an i mal, a male and its mate, 
and one pair of ev ery kind of un-
clean an i mal, a male and its mate, 
3 and also sev en  pairs of ev ery kind of 
bird, male and fe male, to keep  their 
var i ous  kinds  alive through out the 
 earth. 4 Sev en days from now I will 
send rain on the  earth for for ty days 
and for ty  nights, and I will wipe from 
the face of the  earth ev ery liv ing crea-
ture I have made.”

5 And Noah did all that the Lord 
com mand ed him. b

6 Noah was six hun dred  years old 
when the flood wa ters came on the 
 earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and 
his wife and his sons’  wives en tered 
the ark to es cape the wa ters of the 
 flood. 8 Pairs of  clean and un clean 
an i mals, of  birds and of all crea tures 
that move  along the  ground, 9 male 
and fe male, came to Noah and en-
tered the ark, as God had com mand ed 
Noah. 10 And af ter the sev en days the 
flood wa ters came on the earth.

11 In the six hun dredth year of No-
ah’s life, on the sev en teenth day of 
the sec ond  month —  on that day all 
the  springs of the  great deep c  burst 
 forth, and the flood gates of the heav-
ens d were  opened. 12 And rain fell on 
the  earth for ty days and for ty nights. e

13 On that very day Noah and his 
sons, Shem, Ham and Ja pheth, to-
geth er with his wife and the  wives 
of his  three sons, en tered the ark. 
14 They had with them ev ery wild 
an i mal ac cord ing to its kind, all live-
stock ac cord ing to  their  kinds, ev ery 

crea ture that  moves  along the  ground 
ac cord ing to its kind and ev ery bird 
ac cord ing to its kind, ev ery thing with 
 wings. 15 Pairs of all crea tures that 
have the  breath of life in them came 
to Noah and en tered the ark. f 16 The 
an i mals go ing in were male and fe-
male of ev ery liv ing  thing, as God had 
com mand ed Noah. Then the Lord 
shut him in.

17 For for ty days g the  flood kept 
com ing on the  earth, and as the wa-
ters in creased they lift ed the ark high 
 above the  earth. 18 The wa ters rose 
and in creased great ly on the  earth, 
and the ark float ed on the sur face of 
the wa ter. 19 They rose great ly on the 
 earth, and all the high moun tains un-
der the en tire heav ens were cov ered. h 
20 The wa ters rose and cov ered the 
moun tains to a  depth of more than 
fif teen cu bits. a , b  21 Ev ery liv ing  thing 
that  moved on land per ished —   birds, 
live stock, wild an i mals, all the crea-
tures that  swarm over the  earth, and 
all man kind. i 22 Ev ery thing on dry 
land that had the  breath of life j in its 
nos trils died. 23 Ev ery liv ing  thing on 
the face of the  earth was  wiped out; 
peo ple and an i mals and the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground and the 
 birds were  wiped from the  earth. k 
Only Noah was left, and  those with 
him in the ark. l

24 The wa ters flood ed the  earth for 
a hun dred and fif ty days. m

8 But God re mem bered n Noah and 
all the wild an i mals and the live-

stock that were with him in the ark, 
and he sent a wind over the  earth, o 
and the wa ters re ced ed. 2 Now the 
 springs of the deep and the flood gates 
of the heav ens p had been  closed, and 
the rain had  stopped fall ing from the 
sky. 3 The wa ter re ced ed steadi ly from 
the  earth. At the end of the hun dred 
and fif ty days the wa ter had gone 

a 20 That is, about 23 feet or about 6 .8 meters   
b 20 Or rose more than fifteen cubits, and the 
mountains were covered   
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9 geNesIs 8-9

down, 4 and on the sev en teenth day 
of the sev enth  month the ark came 
to rest on the moun tains of Ar a rat. 
5 The wa ters con tin ued to re cede un-
til the  tenth  month, and on the  first 
day of the  tenth  month the tops of the 
moun tains be came vis i ble.

6 Af ter for ty days Noah  opened 
a win dow he had made in the ark 
7 and sent out a ra ven, and it kept 
fly ing back and  forth un til the wa ter 
had  dried up from the  earth. 8 Then 
he sent out a dove to see if the wa-
ter had re ced ed from the sur face of 
the  ground. 9 But the dove  could find 
no where to  perch be cause  there was 
wa ter over all the sur face of the  earth; 
so it re turned to Noah in the ark. He 
 reached out his hand and took the 
dove and  brought it back to him self 
in the ark. 10 He wait ed sev en more 
days and  again sent out the dove from 
the ark. 11 When the dove re turned to 
him in the eve ning,  there in its beak 
was a fresh ly  plucked ol ive leaf ! Then 
Noah knew that the wa ter had re ced-
ed from the  earth. 12 He wait ed sev-
en more days and sent the dove out 
 again, but this time it did not re turn 
to him.

13 By the  first day of the  first  month 
of No ah’s six hun dred and  first year, 
the wa ter had  dried up from the 
 earth. Noah then re moved the cov-
er ing from the ark and saw that the 
sur face of the  ground was dry. 14 By 
the twen ty-sev enth day of the sec ond 
 month the  earth was com plete ly dry.

15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come 
out of the ark, you and your wife and 
your sons and  their  wives. q 17 Bring 
out ev ery kind of liv ing crea ture that 
is with you —  the  birds, the an i mals, 
and all the crea tures that move  along 
the  ground —  so they can mul ti ply on 
the  earth and be fruit ful and in crease 
in num ber on it.” r

18 So Noah came out, to geth er with 
his sons and his wife and his sons’ 
 wives. 19 All the an i mals and all the 
crea tures that move  along the  ground 
and all the  birds —  ev ery thing that 
 moves on land —  came out of the ark, 
one kind af ter an oth er.

20 Then Noah  built an al tar to the 
Lord s and, tak ing some of all the 
 clean an i mals and  clean t  birds, he 
sac ri ficed  burnt of fer ings u on it. 
21 The Lord  smelled the pleas ing 
aro ma v and said in his  heart: “Nev-
er  again will I  curse the  ground w be-
cause of hu mans, even  though a ev ery 
in cli na tion of the hu man  heart is evil 
from child hood. x And nev er  again 
will I de stroy all liv ing crea tures, y as 
I have done.

 22 “As long as the earth endures,
  seedtime and harvest,
  cold and heat,
  summer and winter,
  day and night
  will never cease.” z

god’s coVeNaNt wIth Noah

9 Then God  blessed Noah and his 
sons, say ing to them, “Be fruit-

ful and in crease in num ber and fill 
the  earth. a 2 The fear and  dread of you 
will fall on all the  beasts of the  earth, 
and on all the  birds in the sky, on 
ev ery crea ture that  moves  along the 
 ground, and on all the fish in the sea; 
they are giv en into your  hands. 3 Ev-
ery thing that  lives and  moves about 
will be food for you. b Just as I gave 
you the  green  plants, I now give you 
ev ery thing.

4 “But you must not eat meat that 
has its life blood  still in it. c 5 And for 
your life blood I will sure ly de mand 
an ac count ing. I will de mand an 

a 21 Or humans, for   
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91 exodus 19-20

a long  blast may they ap proach the 
moun tain.”

14 Af ter Mo ses had gone down the 
moun tain to the peo ple, he con se-
crat ed them, and they  washed  their 
 clothes. 15 Then he said to the peo ple, 
“Pre pare your selves for the  third day. 
Ab stain from sex u al re la tions.”

16 On the morn ing of the  third day 
 there was thun der and light ning, 
with a  thick  cloud over the moun tain, 
and a very loud trum pet  blast. g Ev ery-
one in the camp trem bled. h 17 Then 
Mo ses led the peo ple out of the camp 
to meet with God, and they  stood at 
the foot of the moun tain. 18 Mount 
Si nai was cov ered with  smoke, i be-
cause the Lord de scend ed on it in 
fire. j The  smoke bil lowed up from it 
like  smoke from a fur nace, k and the 
 whole moun tain a trem bled l vi o lent ly. 
19 As the  sound of the trum pet grew 
loud er and loud er, Mo ses  spoke and 
the  voice m of God an swered n him. b

20 The Lord de scend ed to the top of 
 Mount Si nai and  called Mo ses to the 
top of the moun tain. So Mo ses went 
up 21 and the Lord said to him, “Go 
down and warn the peo ple so they 
do not  force  their way  through to see o 
the Lord and many of them per ish. 
22 Even the  priests, who ap proach p the 
Lord, must con se crate them selves, or 
the Lord will  break out  against them.” q

23 Mo ses said to the Lord, “The 
peo ple can not come up  Mount Si nai, 
be cause you your self  warned us, ‘Put 
lim its r  around the moun tain and set 
it  apart as holy.’ ”

24 The Lord re plied, “Go down 
and  bring Aar on s up with you. But 
the  priests and the peo ple must not 
 force  their way  through to come up to 
the Lord, or he will  break out  against 
them.”

25 So Mo ses went down to the peo-
ple and told them.

the teN commaNdmeNts
20:1-17pp —  Dt 5:6-21

20 And God  spoke all  these words:

 2 “I am the Lord your God, who 
 brought you out of  Egypt, 
out of the land of slav ery. t

 3 “You  shall have no oth er 
gods be fore c me. u

 4 “You  shall not make for your self 
an im age v in the form of 
any thing in heav en  above or 
on the  earth be neath or in the 
wa ters be low. 5 You  shall not 
bow down to them or wor ship w 
them; for I, the Lord your God, 
am a jeal ous God, x pun ish ing 
the chil dren for the sin of 
the par ents to the  third and 
 fourth gen er a tion y of  those 
who hate me, 6 but show ing 
love to a thou sand z gen er a-
tions of  those who love me and 
keep my com mand ments.

 7 “You  shall not mis use the 
name of the Lord your 
God, for the Lord will not 
hold any one guilt less who 
mis uses his name. a

 8 “Re mem ber the Sab bath b day 
by keep ing it holy. 9 Six days 
you  shall la bor and do all your 
work, c 10 but the sev enth day 
is a sab bath to the Lord your 
God. On it you  shall not do any 
work, nei ther you, nor your 
son or daugh ter, nor your male 
or fe male ser vant, nor your 
an i mals, nor any for eign er 
re sid ing in your  towns. 11 For 
in six days the Lord made the 
heav ens and the  earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but he 

a 18 Most Hebrew manuscripts; a few Hebrew 
manuscripts and Septuagint and all the people   
b 19 Or and God answered him with thunder   
c 3 Or besides   
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92exodus 20-21

rest ed d on the sev enth day. 
There fore the Lord  blessed the 
Sab bath day and made it holy.

 12 “Hon or your fa ther and your 
moth er, e so that you may live 
long in the land the Lord 
your God is giv ing you.

 13 “You  shall not mur der. f

 14 “You  shall not com mit adul tery. g

 15 “You  shall not steal. h

 16 “You  shall not give  false tes ti-
mo ny  against your neigh bor. i

 17 “You  shall not cov et j your neigh-
bor’s  house. You  shall not cov et 
your neigh bor’s wife, or his 
male or fe male ser vant, his ox 
or don key, or any thing that 
be longs to your neigh bor.”

18 When the peo ple saw the thun-
der and light ning and  heard the 
trum pet k and saw the moun tain in 
 smoke, they trem bled with fear. They 
 stayed at a dis tance 19 and said to Mo-
ses, “Speak to us your self and we will 
lis ten. But do not have God  speak to 
us or we will die.” l

20 Mo ses said to the peo ple, “Do 
not be  afraid. God has come to test 
you, so that the fear m of God will be 
with you to keep you from sin ning.” n

21 The peo ple re mained at a dis-
tance,  while Mo ses ap proached the 
 thick dark ness o  where God was.

Idols aNd altars
22 Then the Lord said to Mo ses, 

“Tell the Is ra el ites this: ‘You have 
seen for your selves that I have spo-
ken to you from heav en: p 23 Do not 
make any gods to be along side me; q 
do not make for your selves gods of 
sil ver or gods of gold. r

24 “ ‘Make an al tar of  earth for me 
and sac ri fice on it your  burnt  of fer ings 

and fel low ship of fer ings, your  sheep 
and  goats and your cat tle. Wher ev-
er I  cause my name s to be hon ored, I 
will come to you and  bless t you. 25 If 
you make an al tar of  stones for me, 
do not  build it with  dressed  stones, 
for you will de file it if you use a tool u 
on it. 26 And do not go up to my al tar 
on  steps, or your pri vate parts may be 
ex posed.’

21 “These are the laws v you are to 
set be fore them:

heBrew serVaNts
21:2-6pp —  Dt 15:12-18
21:2-11Ref —  Lev 25:39-55

2 “If you buy a He brew ser vant, he 
is to  serve you for six  years. But in the 
sev enth year, he  shall go free, w with-
out pay ing any thing. 3 If he  comes 
 alone, he is to go free  alone; but if 
he has a wife when he  comes, she is 
to go with him. 4 If his mas ter  gives 
him a wife and she  bears him sons or 
daugh ters, the wom an and her chil-
dren  shall be long to her mas ter, and 
only the man  shall go free.

5 “But if the ser vant de clares, ‘I love 
my mas ter and my wife and chil dren 
and do not want to go free,’ x 6 then 
his mas ter must take him be fore the 
judg es. a y He  shall take him to the 
door or the door post and  pierce his 
ear with an awl. Then he will be his 
ser vant for life. z

7 “If a man  sells his daugh ter as a 
ser vant, she is not to go free as male 
ser vants do. 8 If she does not  please 
the mas ter who has se lect ed her 
for him self, b he must let her be re-
deemed. He has no  right to sell her 
to for eign ers, be cause he has bro ken 
 faith with her. 9 If he se lects her for 
his son, he must  grant her the  rights 
of a daugh ter. 10 If he mar ries an oth er 
wom an, he must not de prive the  first 

a 6 Or before God   b 8 Or master so that he does not 
choose her   

20:11 d Ge 2:2   20:12 e Mt 15:4*; Mk 7:10*; Eph 6:2   20:13 f Mt 5:21*; Ro 13:9*   20:14 g Mt 19:18*   20:15 h Lev 19:11, 13; 
Mt 19:18*   20:16 i Ex 23:1, 7; Mt 19:18*   20:17 j Ro 7:7*; 13:9*; Eph 5:3   20:18 k Ex 19:16-19; Heb 12:18-19   20:19 l Dt 5:5, 23-27;  

Gal 3:19   20:20 m Dt 4:10; Isa 8:13 n Pr 16:6   20:21 o Dt 5:22   20:22 p Ne 9:13   20:23 q ver 3 r Ex 32:4, 8, 31    
20:24 s Dt 12:5; 16:6, 11; 2Ch 6:6 t Ge 12:2   20:25 u Dt 27:5-6   21:1 v Dt 4:14   21:2 w Jer 34:8, 14    

21:5 x Dt 15:16   21:6 y Ex 22:8-9 z Ne 5:5   
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720Psalms 90-92

 17 May the favor a of the Lord 
our God rest on us;

  establish the work of our 
hands for us —  

  yes, establish the work 
of our hands. w

91 Whoever dwells in the 
shelter x of the Most High

  will rest in the shadow y 
of the Almighty. b

 2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my 
refuge z and my fortress,

  my God, in whom I trust.”

 3 Surely he will save you
  from the fowler’s snare a

  and from the deadly 
pestilence. b

 4 He will cover you with 
his feathers,

  and under his wings you 
will find refuge; c

  his faithfulness will be your 
shield d and rampart.

 5 You will not fear e the 
terror of night,

  nor the arrow that flies by day,
 6 nor the pestilence that stalks 

in the darkness,
  nor the plague that 

destroys at midday.
 7 A thousand may fall at your side,
  ten thousand at your 

right hand,
  but it will not come near you.
 8 You will only observe 

with your eyes
  and see the punishment 

of the wicked. f

 9 If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,”
  and you make the Most 

High your dwelling,

 10 no harm g will overtake you,
  no disaster will come 

near your tent.
 11 For he will command his 

angels h concerning you
  to guard you in all your ways; i

 12 they will lift you up in 
their hands,

  so that you will not strike your 
foot against a stone. j

 13 You will tread on the lion 
and the cobra;

  you will trample the great 
lion and the serpent. k

 14 “Because he c loves me,” says the 
Lord, “I will rescue him;

  I will protect him, for he 
acknowledges my name.

 15 He will call on me, and I 
will answer him;

  I will be with him in trouble,
  I will deliver him and 

honor him. l

 16 With long life m I will satisfy him
  and show him my salvation. n”

A psalm. A song. For the Sabbath day.

92d

 It is good to praise the Lord
and make music to your 

name, o O Most High, p

 2 proclaiming your love 
in the morning q

  and your faithfulness at night,
 3 to the music of the ten-

stringed lyre
  and the melody of the harp. r

 4 For you make me glad by 
your deeds, Lord;

  I sing for joy at what your 
hands have done. s

 5 How great are your works, t  
Lord,

  how profound your thoughts! u

 6 Senseless people v do not know,
  fools do not understand,

a 17 Or beauty   b 1 Hebrew Shaddai   c 14 That is, 
probably the king   d In Hebrew texts 92:1-15 is 
numbered 92:2-16 .   

90:17 w Isa 26:12   91:1 x Ps 31:20 y Ps 17:8   91:2 z Ps 142:5   91:3 a Ps 124:7; Pr 6:5 b 1Ki 8:37   91:4 c Ps 17:8 d Ps 35:2    
91:5 e Job 5:21   91:8 f Ps 37:34; 58:10; Mal 1:5   91:10 g Pr 12:21   91:11 h Heb 1:14 i Ps 34:7   91:12 j Mt 4:6*; Lk 4:10-11*   

91:13 k Da 6:22; Lk 10:19   91:15 l 1Sa 2:30; Ps 50:15; Jn 12:26   91:16 m Dt 6:2; Ps 21:4 n Ps 50:23   92:1 o Ps 147:1  
p Ps 135:3   92:2 q Ps 89:1   92:3 r 1Sa 10:5; Ne 12:27; Ps 33:2   92:4 s Ps 8:6; 143:5   92:5 t Rev 15:3  

u Ps 40:5; 139:17; Isa 28:29; Ro 11:33   92:6 v Ps 73:22   
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721 Psalms 92-94

 7 that though the wicked 
spring up like grass

  and all evildoers flourish,
  they will be destroyed forever.

 8 But you, Lord, are forever exalted.

 9 For surely your enemies, Lord,
  surely your enemies 

will perish;
  all evildoers will be scattered. w

 10 You have exalted my horn a x 
like that of a wild ox;

  fine oils y have been 
poured on me.

 11 My eyes have seen the defeat 
of my adversaries;

  my ears have heard the rout 
of my wicked foes. z

 12 The righteous will flourish 
like a palm tree,

  they will grow like a cedar 
of Lebanon; a

 13 planted in the house of the Lord,
  they will flourish in the 

courts of our God. b

 14 They will still bear fruit c in old age,
  they will stay fresh and green,
 15 proclaiming, “The Lord 

is upright;
  he is my Rock, and there is no 

wickedness in him. d”

93 The Lord reigns, e he is 
robed in majesty; f

  the Lord is robed in majesty 
and armed with strength; g

  indeed, the world is 
established, firm 
and secure. h

 2 Your throne was established 
long ago;

  you are from all eternity. i

 3 The seas j have lifted up, Lord,
  the seas have lifted up 

their voice;

  the seas have lifted up their 
pounding waves.

 4 Mightier than the thunder k 
of the great waters,

  mightier than the breakers 
of the sea —  

  the Lord on high is mighty.

 5 Your statutes, Lord, stand firm;
  holiness l adorns your house
  for endless days.

94 The Lord is a God 
who avenges. m

  O God who avenges, shine forth. n

 2 Rise up, Judge o of the earth;
  pay back p to the proud 

what they deserve.
 3 How long, Lord, will the wicked,
  how long will the wicked 

be jubilant?

 4 They pour out arrogant q words;
  all the evildoers are full 

of boasting. r

 5 They crush your people, s Lord;
  they oppress your inheritance.
 6 They slay the widow and 

the foreigner;
  they murder the fatherless.
 7 They say, “The Lord does not see; t

  the God of Jacob takes 
no notice.”

 8 Take notice, you senseless 
ones u among the people;

  you fools, when will you 
become wise?

 9 Does he who fashioned 
the ear not hear?

  Does he who formed the 
eye not see? v

 10 Does he who disciplines 
nations not punish?

  Does he who teaches w mankind 
lack knowledge?

a 10 Horn here symbolizes strength .   

92:9 w Ps 68:1; 89:10   92:10 x Ps 89:17 y Ps 23:5   92:11 z Ps 54:7; 91:8   92:12 a Ps 1:3; 52:8; Jer 17:8; Hos 14:6   92:13 b Ps 100:4    
92:14 c Jn 15:2   92:15 d Job 34:10   93:1 e Ps 97:1 f Ps 104:1 g Ps 65:6 h Ps 96:10   93:2 i Ps 45:6   93:3 j Ps 96:11   93:4 k Ps 65:7    

93:5 l Ps 29:2   94:1 m Na 1:2; Ro 12:19 n Ps 80:1   94:2 o Ge 18:25 p Ps 31:23   94:4 q Ps 31:18 r Ps 52:1   94:5 s Isa 3:15    
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722Psalms 94-95

 11 The Lord knows all human plans;
  he knows that they are futile. x

 12 Blessed is the one you 
discipline, y Lord,

  the one you teach z 
from your law;

 13 you grant them relief from 
days of trouble,

  till a pit a is dug for the wicked.
 14 For the Lord will not 

reject his people; b

  he will never forsake 
his inheritance.

 15 Judgment will again be founded 
on righteousness, c

  and all the upright in 
heart will follow it.

 16 Who will rise up d for me 
against the wicked?

  Who will take a stand for me 
against evildoers? e

 17 Unless the Lord had 
given me help, f

  I would soon have dwelt in 
the silence of death.

 18 When I said, “My foot 
is slipping, g”

  your unfailing love, Lord, 
supported me.

 19 When anxiety was great 
within me,

  your consolation 
brought me joy.

 20 Can a corrupt throne be 
allied with you —  

  a throne that brings on 
misery by its decrees? h

 21 The wicked band together i 
against the righteous

  and condemn the 
innocent j to death.

 22 But the Lord has become 
my fortress,

  and my God the rock in 
whom I take refuge. k

 23 He will repay l them for their sins
  and destroy them for 

their wickedness;
  the Lord our God will 

destroy them.

95 Come, let us sing for 
joy to the Lord;

  let us shout aloud m to the 
Rock n of our salvation.

 2 Let us come before him o 
with thanksgiving

  and extol him with 
music p and song.

 3 For the Lord is the great God, q

  the great King above all gods. r

 4 In his hand are the depths 
of the earth,

  and the mountain peaks 
belong to him.

 5 The sea is his, for he made it,
  and his hands formed 

the dry land. s

 6 Come, let us bow down t 
in worship,

  let us kneel u before the 
Lord our Maker; v

 7 for he is our God
  and we are the people 

of his pasture, w

  the flock under his care.

  Today, if only you would 
hear his voice,

 8 “Do not harden your hearts as 
you did at Meribah, a x

  as you did that day at Massah b 
in the wilderness,

 9 where your ancestors tested y me;
  they tried me, though they 

had seen what I did.
a 8 Meribah means quarreling.   b 8 Massah means 
testing.   

94:11 x 1Co 3:20*   94:12 y Job 5:17; Heb 12:5 z Dt 8:3   94:13 a Ps 55:23   94:14 b 1Sa 12:22; Ps 37:28; Ro 11:2   94:15 c Ps 97:2    
94:16 d Nu 10:35; Ps 17:13 e Ps 59:2   94:17 f Ps 124:2   94:18 g Ps 38:16   94:20 h Ps 58:2   94:21 i Ps 56:6 j Ps 106:38; Pr 17:15, 26    

94:22 k Ps 18:2; 59:9   94:23 l Ps 7:16   95:1 m Ps 81:1 n 2Sa 22:47   95:2 o Mic 6:6 p Ps 81:2; Eph 5:19   95:3 q Ps 48:1;  
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Hos 8:14   95:7 w Ps 74:1; 79:13   95:8 x Ex 17:7   95:9 y Nu 14:22; Ps 78:18; 1Co 10:9   

NIV_Quentel_Book.indb   722 08/08/2017   13.43



IsaIah 38 874
hezekIah’s IllNess
38:1-8pp —  2Ki 20:1-11; 2Ch 32:24-26

38 In  those days Hez e ki ah be-
came ill and was at the  point 

of  death. The proph et Isa iah son of 
Amoz u went to him and said, “This is 
what the Lord says: Put your  house 
in or der, v be cause you are go ing to 
die; you will not re cov er.”

2 Hez e ki ah  turned his face to the 
wall and  prayed to the Lord, 3 “Re-
mem ber, Lord, how I have  walked w 
be fore you faith ful ly and with whole-
heart ed de vo tion x and have done 
what is good in your eyes. y” And Hez-
e ki ah wept z bit ter ly.

4 Then the word of the Lord came 
to Isa iah: 5 “Go and tell Hez e ki ah, 
‘This is what the Lord, the God of 
your fa ther Da vid, says: I have  heard 
your  prayer and seen your  tears; I will 
add fif teen  years a to your life. 6 And 
I will de liv er you and this city from 
the hand of the king of As syr ia. I will 
de fend b this city.

7 “ ‘This is the Lord’s sign c to you 
that the Lord will do what he has 
prom ised: 8 I will make the shad ow 
cast by the sun go back the ten  steps 
it has gone down on the stair way of 
Ahaz.’ ” So the sun light went back the 
ten  steps it had gone down. d

9 A writ ing of Hez e ki ah king of Ju-
dah af ter his ill ness and re cov ery:

 10 I said, “In the prime  
of my life e

  must I go through the 
gates of death f

  and be robbed of the rest 
of my years? g”

 11 I said, “I will not again see 
the Lord himself

  in the land of the living; h

  no longer will I look on 
my fellow man,

  or be with those who now 
dwell in this world.

 12 Like a shepherd’s tent i my house
  has been pulled down j and 

taken from me.
  Like a weaver I have 

rolled k up my life,
  and he has cut me off 

from the loom; l

  day and night m you made 
an end of me.

 13 I waited patiently till dawn,
  but like a lion he broke n 

all my bones; o

  day and night you made 
an end of me.

 14 I cried like a swift or thrush,
  I moaned like a 

mourning dove. p

  My eyes grew weak as I 
looked to the heavens.

  I am being threatened; Lord, 
come to my aid!” q

 15 But what can I say?
  He has spoken to me, and he 

himself has done this. r

  I will walk humbly s all my years
  because of this anguish 

of my soul. t

 16 Lord, by such things people live;
  and my spirit finds life 

in them too.
  You restored me to health
  and let me live. u

 17 Surely it was for my benefit
  that I suffered such anguish.
  In your love you kept me
  from the pit v of destruction;
  you have put all my sins w

  behind your back. x

 18 For the grave y cannot praise you,
  death cannot sing your  

praise; z

  those who go down to the pit a

  cannot hope for your 
faithfulness.

38:1 u Isa 37:2 v 2Sa 17:23   38:3 w Ne 13:14; Ps 26:3 x 1Ch 29:19 y Dt 6:18 z Ps 6:8   38:5 a 2Ki 18:2   38:6 b Isa 31:5; 37:35   
38:7 c Isa 7:11, 14   38:8 d Jos 10:13   38:10 e Ps 102:24 f Ps 107:18; 2Co 1:9 g Job 17:11   38:11 h Ps 27:13; 116:9    
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875 IsaIah 38-40

 19 The living, the living —  
they praise b you,

  as I am doing today;
  parents tell their children c

  about your faithfulness.

 20 The Lord will save me,
  and we will sing d with 

stringed instruments e

  all the days of our lives f

  in the temple g of the Lord.

21 Isa iah had said, “Pre pare a poul-
tice of figs and ap ply it to the boil, 
and he will re cov er.”

22 Hez e ki ah had  asked, “What will 
be the sign that I will go up to the 
tem ple of the Lord?”

eNVoys from BaByloN
39:1-8pp —  2Ki 20:12-19

39 At that time Mar duk-Bal a dan 
son of Bal a dan king of Bab-

ylon h sent Hez e ki ah let ters and a gift, 
be cause he had  heard of his ill ness 
and re cov ery. 2 Hez e ki ah re ceived 
the en voys i glad ly and  showed them 
what was in his store hous es —  the 
sil ver, the gold, j the spic es, the fine 
ol ive oil —  his en tire ar mory and ev-
ery thing  found  among his trea sures. 
 There was noth ing in his pal ace or in 
all his king dom that Hez e ki ah did not 
show them.

3 Then Isa iah the proph et went to 
King Hez e ki ah and  asked, “What did 
 those men say, and  where did they 
come from?”

“From a dis tant land, k” Hez e ki ah re-
plied. “They came to me from Bab ylon.”

4 The proph et  asked, “What did 
they see in your pal ace?”

“They saw ev ery thing in my pal-
ace,” Hez e ki ah said. “There is noth-
ing  among my trea sures that I did not 
show them.”

5 Then Isa iah said to Hez e ki ah, 
“Hear the word of the Lord Al mighty: 

6 The time will sure ly come when ev-
ery thing in your pal ace, and all that 
your pre de ces sors have  stored up 
un til this day, will be car ried off to 
Bab ylon. l Noth ing will be left, says 
the Lord. 7 And some of your de-
scen dants, your own  flesh and  blood 
who will be born to you, will be tak en 
away, and they will be come eu nuchs 
in the pal ace of the king of Bab ylon. m”

8 “The word of the Lord you have 
spo ken is good,” Hez e ki ah re plied. 
For he  thought, “There will be  peace 
and se cu ri ty in my life time. n”

comfort for god’s PeoPle

40 Comfort, comfort o 
my people,

  says your God.
 2 Speak tenderly p to Jerusalem,
  and proclaim to her
  that her hard service has 

been completed, q

  that her sin has been paid for,
  that she has received from 

the Lord’s hand
  double r for all her sins.

 3 A voice of one calling:
  “In the wilderness prepare
  the way s for the Lord a;
  make straight in the desert
  a highway for our God. b t

 4 Every valley shall be raised up,
  every mountain and 

hill made low;
  the rough ground shall 

become level, u

  the rugged places a plain.
 5 And the glory of the Lord 

will be revealed,
  and all people will see 

it together. v

For the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” w

a 3 Or A voice of one calling in the wilderness: / “Prepare 
the way for the Lord   b 3 Hebrew; Septuagint make 
straight the paths of our God   

38:19 b Dt 6:7; Ps 118:17; 119:175 c Dt 11:19   38:20 d Ps 68:25 e Ps 33:2 f Ps 116:2 g Ps 116:17-19   39:1 h 2Ch 32:31   39:2 i 2Ch 32:31  
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1080daNIel 4-5

the Most High is sov er eign over all 
king doms on  earth and  gives them 
to any one he wish es.”

33 Im me di ate ly what had been 
said  about Neb u chad nez zar was 
ful filled. He was driv en away from 
peo ple and ate  grass like the ox. His 
body was  drenched with the dew of 
heav en un til his hair grew like the 
feath ers of an ea gle and his  nails 
like the  claws of a bird. i

34 At the end of that time, I, Neb-
u chad nez zar,  raised my eyes to-
ward heav en, and my san i ty was 
re stored. Then I  praised the Most 
High; I hon ored and glo ri fied him 
who  lives for ev er. j

  His dominion is an eternal 
dominion;

  his kingdom endures from 
generation to generation. k

 35 All the peoples of the earth
  are regarded as nothing. l

  He does as he pleases m

  with the powers of heaven
  and the peoples of the earth.
  No one can hold back his hand
  or say to him: “What 

have you done?” n

36 At the same time that my san-
i ty was re stored, my hon or and 
splen dor were re turned to me for 
the glo ry of my king dom. o My ad-
vis ers and no bles  sought me out, 
and I was re stored to my  throne 
and be came even great er than be-
fore. 37 Now I, Neb u chad nez zar, 
 praise and ex alt and glo ri fy the 
King of heav en, be cause ev ery thing 
he does is  right and all his ways are 
just. p And  those who walk in  pride 
he is able to hum ble. q

the wrItINg oN the wall

5 King Bel shaz zar gave a  great ban-
quet r for a thou sand of his no bles 

and  drank wine with them. 2 While 
Bel shaz zar was drink ing his wine, he 
gave or ders to  bring in the gold and 
sil ver gob lets s that Neb u chad nez zar 
his fa ther a had tak en from the tem ple 
in Je ru sa lem, so that the king and his 
no bles, his  wives and his con cu bines 
 might  drink from them. t 3 So they 
 brought in the gold gob lets that had 
been tak en from the tem ple of God in 
Je ru sa lem, and the king and his no-
bles, his  wives and his con cu bines 
 drank from them. 4 As they  drank the 
wine, they  praised the gods of gold 
and sil ver, of  bronze, iron, wood and 
stone. u

5 Sud den ly the fin gers of a hu man 
hand ap peared and  wrote on the plas-
ter of the wall, near the lamp stand in 
the roy al pal ace. The king  watched 
the hand as it  wrote. 6 His face  turned 
pale and he was so fright ened v that 
his legs be came weak w and his  knees 
were knock ing.

7 The king sum moned the en-
chant ers, as trol o gers b and di vin ers. x 
Then he said to  these wise y men of 
Bab ylon, “Who ev er  reads this writ-
ing and  tells me what it  means will 
be  clothed in pur ple and have a gold 
 chain  placed  around his neck, z and he 
will be made the  third high est rul er 
in the king dom.” a

8 Then all the  king’s wise men came 
in, but they  could not read the writ ing 
or tell the king what it  meant. b 9 So 
King Bel shaz zar be came even more 
ter ri fied c and his face grew more pale. 
His no bles were baf fled.

10 The  queen, c hear ing the voic es 
of the king and his no bles, came into 
the ban quet hall. “May the king live 
for ev er!” d she said. “Don’t be  alarmed! 
 Don’t look so pale! 11 There is a man 
in your king dom who has the spir it 

a 2 Or ancestor; or predecessor; also in verses 11, 
13 and 18   b 7 Or Chaldeans; also in verse 11   
c 10 Or queen mother   
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daNIel 51081

of the holy gods e in him. In the time 
of your fa ther he was  found to have 
in sight and in tel li gence and wis dom f 
like that of the gods. Your fa ther, King 
Neb u chad nez zar, ap point ed him 
 chief of the ma gi cians, en chant ers, 
as trol o gers and di vin ers. g 12 He did 
this be cause Dan iel, whom the king 
 called Bel te shaz zar, h was  found to 
have a keen mind and knowl edge and 
un der stand ing, and also the abil i ty 
to in ter pret  dreams, ex plain rid dles 
and  solve dif fi cult prob lems. i Call for 
Dan iel, and he will tell you what the 
writ ing means.”

13 So Dan iel was  brought be fore the 
king, and the king said to him, “Are 
you Dan iel, one of the ex iles my fa-
ther the king  brought from Ju dah? j 14 I 
have  heard that the spir it of the gods 
is in you and that you have in sight, 
in tel li gence and out stand ing wis-
dom. 15 The wise men and en chant ers 
were  brought be fore me to read this 
writ ing and tell me what it  means, 
but they  could not ex plain it. 16 Now 
I have  heard that you are able to give 
in ter pre ta tions and to  solve dif fi cult 
prob lems. If you can read this writ ing 
and tell me what it  means, you will 
be  clothed in pur ple and have a gold 
 chain  placed  around your neck, and 
you will be made the  third high est 
rul er in the king dom.”

17 Then Dan iel an swered the king, 
“You may keep your  gifts for your self 
and give your re wards to some one 
else. k Nev er the less, I will read the 
writ ing for the king and tell him what 
it means.

18 “Your Maj es ty, the Most High 
God gave your fa ther Neb u chad nez-
zar sov er eign ty and great ness and 
glo ry and splen dor. l 19 Be cause of the 
high po si tion he gave him, all the na-
tions and peo ples of ev ery lan guage 
dread ed and  feared him.  Those the 
king want ed to put to  death, he put 

to  death; m  those he want ed to  spare, 
he  spared;  those he want ed to pro-
mote, he pro mot ed; and  those he 
want ed to hum ble, he hum bled. 
20 But when his  heart be came ar ro-
gant and hard ened with  pride, n he 
was de posed from his roy al  throne 
and  stripped o of his glo ry. p 21 He was 
driv en away from peo ple and giv en 
the mind of an an i mal; he  lived with 
the wild don keys and ate  grass like 
the ox; and his body was  drenched 
with the dew of heav en, un til he ac-
knowl edged that the Most High God 
is sov er eign q over all king doms on 
 earth and sets over them any one he 
wish es. r

22 “But you, Bel shaz zar, his son, a 
have not hum bled s your self,  though 
you knew all this. 23 In stead, you 
have set your self up  against t the 
Lord of heav en. You had the gob lets 
from his tem ple  brought to you, and 
you and your no bles, your  wives 
and your con cu bines  drank wine 
from them. You  praised the gods 
of sil ver and gold, of  bronze, iron, 
wood and  stone,  which can not see 
or hear or un der stand. u But you did 
not hon or the God who  holds in his 
hand your life v and all your ways. w 
24 There fore he sent the hand that 
 wrote the in scrip tion.

25 “This is the in scrip tion that was 
writ ten:

mene, mene, Tekel, Parsin

26 “Here is what  these  words mean:

 Mene b: God has num bered the 
days x of your  reign and 
 brought it to an end. y

 27 Te kel c: You have been  weighed on 
the  scales and  found want ing. z

a 22 Or descendant ; or successor   b 26 Mene 
can mean numbered or mina (a unit of money) .   
c 27 Tekel can mean weighed or shekel.   

5:11 e Da 4:8-9, 19 f ver 14; Da 1:17 g Da 2:47-48   5:12 h Da 1:7 i ver 14-16; Da 6:3   5:13 j Da 6:13   5:17 k 2Ki 5:16   5:18 l Jer 27:7;  
Da 2:37-38   5:19 m Da 2:12-13; 3:6   5:20 n Da 4:30 o Jer 13:18 p Job 40:12; Isa 14:13-15   5:21 q Eze 17:24 r Da 4:16-17, 35   

5:22 s Ex 10:3; 2Ch 33:23   5:23 t Jer 50:29 u Ps 115:4-8; Hab 2:19 v Job 12:10 w Job 31:4; Jer 10:23    
5:26 x Jer 27:7 y Isa 13:6   5:27 z Ps 62:9   
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1188matthew 13-14

the fish er men  pulled it up on the 
 shore. Then they sat down and col-
lect ed the good fish in bas kets, but 
 threw the bad away. 49 This is how it 
will be at the end of the age. The an-
gels will come and sep a rate the wick-
ed from the righ teous a 50 and  throw 
them into the blaz ing fur nace,  where 
 there will be weep ing and gnash ing 
of teeth. b

51 “Have you un der stood all  these 
 things?”  Jesus asked.

“Yes,” they re plied.
52 He said to them, “There fore ev-

ery teach er of the law who has be-
come a dis ci ple in the king dom of 
heav en is like the own er of a  house 
who  brings out of his store room new 
trea sures as well as old.”

a ProPhet wIthout hoNor
13:54-58pp —  Mk 6:1-6

53 When  Jesus had fin ished  these 
par a bles, c he  moved on from  there. 
54 Com ing to his home town, he be-
gan teach ing the peo ple in  their syn-
a gogue, d and they were  amazed. e 
“Where did this man get this wis dom 
and  these mi rac u lous pow ers?” they 
 asked. 55 “Isn’t this the car pen ter’s 
son? f  Isn’t his moth er’s g name Mary, 
and  aren’t his broth ers  James, Jo seph, 
Si mon and Ju das? 56 Aren’t all his sis-
ters with us?  Where then did this man 
get all  these  things?” 57 And they took 
of fense h at him.

But  Jesus said to them, “A proph-
et is not with out hon or except in his 
own  town and in his own  home.” i

58 And he did not do many mir a cles 
 there be cause of  their lack of faith.

JohN the BaPtIst Beheaded
14:1-12pp —  Mk 6:14-29

14 At that time Her od j the te trarch 
 heard the re ports  about  Jesus, k 

2 and he said to his at ten dants, “This 
is John the Bap tist; l he has ris en from 

the dead! That is why mi rac u lous 
pow ers are at work in him.”

3 Now Her od had ar rest ed John 
and  bound him and put him in pris-
on m be cause of He ro di as, his broth er 
Phil ip’s wife, n 4 for John had been say-
ing to him: “It is not law ful for you 
to have her.” o 5 Her od want ed to kill 
John, but he was  afraid of the peo-
ple, be cause they con sid ered John a 
proph et. p

6 On Her od’s birth day the daugh-
ter of He ro di as  danced for the guests 
and  pleased Her od so much 7 that he 
prom ised with an oath to give her 
what ev er she  asked. 8 Prompt ed by 
her moth er, she said, “Give me here 
on a plat ter the head of John the Bap-
tist.” 9 The king was dis tressed, but 
be cause of his  oaths and his din ner 
 guests, he or dered that her re quest be 
grant ed 10 and had John be head ed q in 
the pris on. 11 His head was  brought in 
on a plat ter and giv en to the girl, who 
car ried it to her moth er. 12 John’s dis-
ci ples came and took his body and 
bur ied it. r Then they went and told 
 Jesus.

Jesus feeds the fIVe thousaNd
14:13-21pp —  Mk 6:32-44; Lk 9:10-17; Jn 6:1-13
14:13-21Ref —  Mt 15:32-38

13 When  Jesus  heard what had hap-
pened, he with drew by boat pri vate ly 
to a sol i tary  place. Hear ing of this, the 
 crowds fol lowed him on foot from 
the  towns. 14 When  Jesus land ed and 
saw a  large  crowd, he had com pas-
sion on them s and  healed  their sick. t

15 As eve ning ap proached, the dis-
ci ples came to him and said, “This is a 
re mote  place, and it’s al ready get ting 
late. Send the  crowds away, so they 
can go to the vil lag es and buy them-
selves some food.”

16 Jesus re plied, “They do not need 
to go away. You give them some thing 
to eat.”

13:49 a Mt 25:32   13:50 b Mt 8:12   13:53 c Mt 7:28   13:54 d Mt 4:23 e Mt 7:28   13:55 f Lk 3:23; Jn 6:42 g Mt 12:46   13:57 h Jn 6:61  
i Lk 4:24; Jn 4:44   14:1 j Mk 8:15; Lk 3:1, 19; 13:31; 23:7, 8; Ac 4:27; 12:1 k Lk 9:7-9   14:2 l Mt 3:1   14:3 m Mt 4:12; 11:2 

n Lk 3:19, 20   14:4 o Lev 18:16; 20:21   14:5 p Mt 11:9   14:10 q Mt 17:12   14:12 r Ac 8:2   14:14 s Mt 9:36 t Mt 4:23   
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1189 matthew 14-15
17 “We have here only five  loaves u of 

 bread and two fish,” they an swered.
18 “Bring them here to me,” he 

said. 19 And he di rect ed the peo ple 
to sit down on the  grass. Tak ing the 
five  loaves and the two fish and look-
ing up to heav en, he gave  thanks and 
 broke the  loaves. v Then he gave them 
to the dis ci ples, and the dis ci ples 
gave them to the peo ple. 20 They all 
ate and were sat is fied, and the dis-
ci ples  picked up  twelve bas ket fuls 
of bro ken piec es that were left over. 
21 The num ber of  those who ate was 
 about five thou sand men, be sides 
wom en and chil dren.

Jesus walks oN the water
14:22-33pp —  Mk 6:45-51; Jn 6:16-21
14:34-36pp —  Mk 6:53-56

22 Im me di ate ly  Jesus made the 
dis ci ples get into the boat and go on 
 ahead of him to the oth er side,  while 
he dis missed the  crowd. 23 Af ter he 
had dis missed them, he went up on 
a moun tain side by him self to pray. w 
Later that night, he was  there  alone, 
24 and the boat was al ready a con sid-
er able dis tance from land, buf fet ed 
by the  waves be cause the wind was 
 against it.

25 Short ly be fore dawn  Jesus went 
out to them, walk ing on the lake. 
26 When the dis ci ples saw him walk-
ing on the lake, they were ter ri fied. 
“It’s a  ghost,” x they said, and  cried out 
in fear.

27 But  Jesus im me di ate ly said to 
them: “Take cour age! y It is I.  Don’t 
be afraid.” z

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Pe ter re plied, 
“tell me to come to you on the wa ter.”

29 “Come,” he said.
Then Pe ter got down out of the 

boat,  walked on the wa ter and came 
to ward  Jesus. 30 But when he saw the 
wind, he was  afraid and, be gin ning to 
sink,  cried out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Im me di ate ly  Jesus  reached out 
his hand and  caught him. “You of 
lit tle  faith,” a he said, “why did you 
doubt?”

32 And when they  climbed into the 
boat, the wind died down. 33 Then 
 those who were in the boat wor-
shiped him, say ing, “Tru ly you are 
the Son of God.” b

34 When they had  crossed over, they 
land ed at Gen nes a ret. 35 And when the 
men of that  place rec og nized  Jesus, 
they sent word to all the sur round ing 
coun try. Peo ple  brought all  their sick 
to him 36 and  begged him to let the 
sick just  touch the edge of his  cloak, c 
and all who  touched it were healed.

that whIch defIles
15:1-20pp —  Mk 7:1-23

15 Then some Phar i sees and 
teach ers of the law came to 

 Jesus from Je ru sa lem and  asked, 
2 “Why do your dis ci ples  break the 
tra di tion of the el ders? They  don’t 
wash  their  hands be fore they eat!” d

3 Jesus re plied, “And why do you 
 break the com mand of God for the 
sake of your tra di tion? 4 For God said, 
‘Hon or your fa ther and moth er’ a e and 
‘Any one who curs es  their fa ther or 
moth er is to be put to  death.’ b f 5 But 
you say that if any one de clares that 
what  might have been used to help 
 their fa ther or moth er is ‘de vot ed to 
God,’ 6 they are not to ‘hon or  their 
fa ther or moth er’ with it. Thus you 
nul li fy the word of God for the sake 
of your tra di tion. 7 You hyp o crites! 
Isa iah was  right when he proph e sied 
 about you:

 8 “ ‘These people honor me 
with their lips,

  but their hearts are 
far from me.

a 4 Exodus 20:12; Deut . 5:16   b 4 Exodus 21:17; Lev . 
20:9   

14:17 u Mt 16:9   14:19 v 1Sa 9:13; Mt 26:26; Mk 8:6; Lk 24:30; Ac 2:42; 27:35; 1Ti 4:4   14:23 w Lk 3:21   14:26 x Lk 24:37   
14:27 y Mt 9:2; Ac 23:11 z Da 10:12; Mt 17:7; 28:10; Lk 1:13, 30; 2:10; Ac 18:9; 23:11; Rev 1:17   14:31 a Mt 6:30    
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matthew 15 1190

 9 They worship me in vain;
  their teachings are merely 

human rules. g’ a h”

10 Jesus  called the  crowd to him and 
said, “Lis ten and un der stand. 11 What 
goes into some one’s  mouth does not 
de file them, i but what  comes out 
of their  mouth, that is what de files 
them.” j

12 Then the dis ci ples came to him 
and  asked, “Do you know that the 
Phar i sees were of fend ed when they 
 heard this?”

13 He re plied, “Ev ery  plant that my 
heav en ly Fa ther has not plant ed k will 
be  pulled up by the  roots. 14 Leave 
them; they are  blind  guides. b l If the 
 blind lead the  blind, both will fall 
into a pit.” m

15 Pe ter said, “Ex plain the par a ble 
to us.” n

16 “Are you  still so dull?” o  Jesus 
 asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that 
what ev er en ters the  mouth goes 
into the stom ach and then out of the 
body? 18 But the  things that come out 
of a per son’s  mouth come from the 
 heart, p and  these de file them. 19 For 
out of the  heart come evil  thoughts —  
mur der, adul tery, sex u al im mo ral i-
ty,  theft,  false tes ti mo ny, slan der. q 
20 These are what de file a per son; r 
but eat ing with un washed  hands 
does not de file them.”

the faIth of a caNaaNIte 
womaN
15:21-28pp —  Mk 7:24-30

21 Leav ing that  place,  Jesus with-
drew to the re gion of Tyre and Si don. s 
22 A Ca naan ite wom an from that vi-
cin i ty came to him, cry ing out, “Lord, 
Son of Da vid, t have mer cy on me! My 
daugh ter is de mon-pos sessed and 
suf fer ing ter ri bly.” u

23 Jesus did not an swer a word. So 
his dis ci ples came to him and  urged 
him, “Send her away, for she  keeps 
cry ing out af ter us.”

24 He an swered, “I was sent only to 
the lost  sheep of Is ra el.” v

25 The wom an came and  knelt be-
fore him. w “Lord, help me!” she said.

26 He re plied, “It is not  right to take 
the chil dren’s  bread and toss it to the 
dogs.”

27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even 
the dogs eat the  crumbs that fall from 
 their mas ter’s ta ble.”

28 Then  Jesus said to her, “Wom an, 
you have  great  faith! x Your re quest 
is grant ed.” And her daugh ter was 
 healed at that moment.

Jesus feeds the four thousaNd
15:29-31pp —  Mk 7:31-37
15:32-39pp —  Mk 8:1-10
15:32-39Ref —  Mt 14:13-21

29 Jesus left  there and went  along 
the Sea of Gal i lee. Then he went up 
on a moun tain side and sat down. 
30 Great  crowds came to him, bring-
ing the lame, the  blind, the crip pled, 
the mute and many oth ers, and laid 
them at his feet; and he  healed them. y 
31 The peo ple were  amazed when they 
saw the mute speak ing, the crip pled 
made well, the lame walk ing and the 
 blind see ing. And they  praised the 
God of Is ra el. z

32 Jesus  called his dis ci ples to him 
and said, “I have com pas sion for  these 
peo ple; a they have al ready been with 
me  three days and have noth ing to eat. 
I do not want to send them away hun-
gry, or they may col lapse on the way.”

33 His dis ci ples an swered, “Where 
 could we get  enough  bread in this re-
mote  place to feed such a crowd?”

34 “How many  loaves do you have?” 
 Jesus asked.

“Sev en,” they re plied, “and a few 
 small fish.”

a 9 Isaiah 29:13   b 14 Some manuscripts blind guides 
of the blind   

15:9 g Col 2:20-22 h Isa 29:13; Mal 2:2   15:11 i Ac 10:14, 15 j ver 18   15:13 k Isa 60:21; 61:3; Jn 15:2   15:14 l Mt 23:16, 24; 
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1426ePhesIaNs 5-6

but rath er thanks giv ing. k 5 For of this 
you can be sure: No im mor al, im pure 
or  greedy per son —  such a per son is 
an idol a ter l —  has any in her i tance in 
the king dom of  Christ and of God. a m 
6 Let no one de ceive you with emp-
ty  words, for be cause of such  things 
 God’s  wrath n  comes on  those who are 
dis obe di ent. 7 There fore do not be 
part ners with them.

8 For you were once o dark ness, but 
now you are  light in the Lord. Live 
as chil dren of  light p 9 (for the  fruit q 
of the  light con sists in all good ness, 
righ teous ness and  truth) 10 and find 
out what pleas es the Lord. 11 Have 
noth ing to do with the fruit less  deeds 
of dark ness, but rath er ex pose them. 
12 It is shame ful even to men tion 
what the dis obe di ent do in se cret. 
13 But ev ery thing ex posed by the  light r 
be comes vis i ble —  and ev ery thing 
that is il lu mi nat ed be comes a  light. 
14 This is why it is said:

  “Wake up, sleeper, s

  rise from the dead, t

  and Christ will shine on you.” u

15 Be very care ful, then, how you 
live —  not as un wise but as wise, 
16 mak ing the most of ev ery op por-
tu ni ty, v be cause the days are evil. w 
17 There fore do not be fool ish, but 
un der stand what the  Lord’s will is. x 
18 Do not get  drunk on wine, y  which 
 leads to de bauch ery. In stead, be  filled 
with the Spir it, z 19 speak ing to one an-
oth er with  psalms,  hymns, and  songs 
from the Spir it. a Sing and make mu sic 
from your  heart to the Lord, 20 al ways 
giv ing  thanks b to God the Fa ther for 
ev ery thing, in the name of our Lord 
 Jesus Christ.

INstructIoNs for chrIstIaN 
households
5:22-6:9pp —  Col 3:18-4:1

21 Sub mit to one an oth er c out of 
rev er ence for Christ.

22 Wives, sub mit your selves to 
your own hus bands d as you do to the 
Lord. e 23 For the hus band is the head 
of the wife as  Christ is the head of the 
 church, f his body, of  which he is the 
Sav ior. 24 Now as the  church sub mits 
to  Christ, so also  wives  should sub-
mit to  their hus bands in ev ery thing.

25 Hus bands, love your  wives, g just 
as  Christ  loved the  church and gave 
him self up for her h 26 to make her holy, 
cleans ing b her by the wash ing i with 
wa ter  through the word, 27 and to pre-
sent her to him self as a ra di ant  church, 
with out  stain or wrin kle or any oth er 
blem ish, but holy and blame less. j 28 In 
this same way, hus bands  ought to love 
 their  wives k as  their own bod ies. He 
who  loves his wife  loves him self. 29 Af-
ter all, no one  ever hat ed  their own 
 body, but they feed and care for their 
 body, just as  Christ does the  church —   
30 for we are mem bers of his body. l 
31 “For this rea son a man will  leave 
his fa ther and moth er and be unit ed 
to his wife, and the two will be come 
one  flesh.” c m 32 This is a pro found mys-
tery —  but I am talk ing  about  Christ 
and the  church. 33 How ev er, each one 
of you also must love his wife n as he 
 loves him self, and the wife must re-
spect her hus band.

6 Chil dren, obey your par ents in 
the Lord, for this is  right. o 2 “Hon-

or your fa ther and moth er” —   which 
is the  first com mand ment with a 
prom ise —   3 “so that it may go well 
with you and that you may en joy long 
life on the earth.” d p

4 Fa thers, e do not ex as per ate your 
chil dren; q in stead,  bring them up in the 
train ing and in struc tion of the Lord. r

a 5 Or kingdom of the Messiah and God   
b 26 Or having cleansed   c 31 Gen . 2:24   
d 3 Deut . 5:16   e 4 Or Parents   

5:4 k ver 20   5:5 l Col 3:5 m 1Co 6:9   5:6 n Ro 1:18   5:8 o Eph 2:2 p Lk 16:8   5:9 q Gal 5:22   5:13 r Jn 3:20, 21   5:14 s Ro 13:11 
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ePhesIaNs 61427
5 Slaves, obey your earth ly mas-

ters with re spect s and fear, and with 
sin cer i ty of  heart, t just as you  would 
obey  Christ. u 6 Obey them not only 
to win  their fa vor when  their eye is 
on you, but as  slaves of  Christ, do-
ing the will of God from your  heart. 
7 Serve whole heart ed ly, as if you 
were serv ing the Lord, not peo ple, v 
8 be cause you know that the Lord 
will re ward each one for what ev-
er good they do, w wheth er they are 
 slave or free.

9 And mas ters,  treat your  slaves in 
the same way. Do not threat en them, 
 since you know that he who is both 
 their Mas ter and  yours x is in heav en, 
and  there is no fa vor it ism with him.

the armor of god
10 Fi nal ly, be  strong in the Lord y 

and in his  mighty pow er. z 11 Put on 
the full ar mor of God, a so that you 
can take your  stand  against the dev-
il’s  schemes. 12 For our strug gle is not 
 against  flesh and  blood, but  against 
the rul ers,  against the au thor i ties, b 
 against the pow ers c of this dark  world 
and  against the spir i tu al forc es of evil 
in the heav en ly  realms. d 13 There fore 
put on the full ar mor of God, so that 
when the day of evil  comes, you may 
be able to  stand your  ground, and 
af ter you have done ev ery thing, to 
 stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the 
belt of  truth buck led  around your 
 waist, e with the breast plate of righ-
teous ness in  place, f 15 and with your 

feet fit ted with the readi ness that 
 comes from the gos pel of  peace. g 
16 In ad di tion to all this, take up the 
 shield of  faith, h with  which you can 
ex tin guish all the flam ing ar rows 
of the evil one. 17 Take the hel met of 
sal va tion i and the  sword of the Spir it, 
 which is the word of God. j

18 And pray in the Spir it on all oc-
ca sions k with all  kinds of  prayers and 
re quests. l With this in mind, be  alert 
and al ways keep on pray ing for all the 
 Lord’s peo ple. 19 Pray also for me, m 
that when ev er I  speak,  words may 
be giv en me so that I will fear less ly n 
make  known the mys tery of the gos-
pel, 20 for  which I am an am bas sa dor o 
in  chains. p Pray that I may de clare it 
fear less ly, as I should.

fINal greetINgs
21 Tych i cus, q the dear broth er and 

faith ful ser vant in the Lord, will tell 
you ev ery thing, so that you also may 
know how I am and what I am do ing. 
22 I am send ing him to you for this 
very pur pose, that you may know 
how we are, r and that he may en cour-
age you.

23 Peace s to the broth ers and sis-
ters, a and love with  faith from God 
the Fa ther and the Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
24 Grace to all who love our Lord  Jesus 
 Christ with an un dy ing love. b

a 23 The Greek word for brothers and sisters (adelphoi) 
refers here to believers, both men and women, as 
part of God’s family .   b 24 Or Grace and immortality 
to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ.    
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the sur vi vors were ter ri fied and gave 
glo ry g to the God of heav en. h

14 The sec ond woe has  passed; the 
 third woe is com ing soon. i

the seVeNth trumPet
15 The sev enth an gel sound ed his 

trum pet, j and  there were loud voic-
es k in heav en,  which said:

  “The kingdom of the 
world has become

  the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Messiah, l

  and he will reign for 
ever and ever.” m

16 And the twen ty-four el ders, n who 
were seat ed on  their  thrones be fore 
God, fell on  their fac es and wor shiped 
God, 17 say ing:

  “We give thanks to you, 
Lord God Almighty, o

  the One who is and who was,
  because you have taken 

your great power
  and have begun to reign. p

 18 The nations were angry, q

  and your wrath has come.
  The time has come for 

judging the dead,
  and for rewarding your 

servants the prophets r

  and your people who 
revere your name,

  both great and small s —  
  and for destroying those who 

destroy the earth.”

19 Then  God’s tem ple t in heav en 
was  opened, and with in his tem ple 
was seen the ark of his cov enant. And 
 there came flash es of light ning, rum-
blings,  peals of thun der, an earth-
quake and a se vere hail storm. u

the womaN aNd the dragoN

12 A  great sign ap peared in heav-
en: a wom an  clothed with the 

sun, with the moon un der her feet 
and a  crown of  twelve  stars on her 
head. 2 She was preg nant and  cried 
out in pain v as she was  about to give 
 birth. 3 Then an oth er sign ap peared 
in heav en: an enor mous red drag on 
with sev en  heads and ten  horns w and 
sev en  crowns x on its  heads. 4 Its tail 
 swept a  third y of the  stars out of the 
sky and  flung them to the  earth. z The 
drag on  stood in  front of the wom an 
who was  about to give  birth, so that it 
 might de vour her  child a the mo ment 
he was born. 5 She gave  birth to a son, 
a male  child, who “will rule all the 
na tions with an iron scep ter.” a b And 
her  child was  snatched up to God and 
to his  throne. 6 The wom an fled into 
the wil der ness to a  place pre pared for 
her by God,  where she  might be tak en 
care of for 1,260 days. c

7 Then war broke out in heav en. Mi-
cha el and his an gels  fought  against 
the drag on, d and the drag on and his 
an gels  fought back. 8 But he was not 
 strong  enough, and they lost  their 
 place in heav en. 9 The  great drag on 
was  hurled down —  that an cient ser-
pent e  called the dev il, f or Sa tan, who 
 leads the  whole  world  astray. g He was 
 hurled to the  earth, h and his an gels 
with him.

10 Then I  heard a loud  voice in heav-
en i say:

  “Now have come the salvation 
and the power

  and the kingdom of our God,
  and the authority of 

his Messiah.
  For the accuser of our 

brothers and sisters, j

  who accuses them before our 
God day and night,

  has been hurled down.a 5 Psalm 2:9   
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 11 They triumphed over him
  by the blood of the Lamb k

  and by the word of their 
testimony; l

  they did not love their 
lives so much

  as to shrink from death. m

 12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens n

  and you who dwell in them!
  But woe o to the earth and the sea, p

  because the devil has 
gone down to you!

  He is filled with fury,
  because he knows that 

his time is short.”

13 When the drag on q saw that he 
had been  hurled to the  earth, he pur-
sued the wom an who had giv en  birth 
to the male  child. r 14 The wom an was 
giv en the two  wings of a  great ea-
gle, s so that she  might fly to the  place 
pre pared for her in the wil der ness, 
 where she  would be tak en care of for 
a time,  times and half a time, t out 
of the ser pent’s  reach. 15 Then from 
his  mouth the ser pent  spewed wa ter 
like a riv er, to over take the wom an 
and  sweep her away with the tor rent. 
16 But the  earth  helped the wom an by 
open ing its  mouth and swal low ing 
the riv er that the drag on had  spewed 
out of his  mouth. 17 Then the drag on 
was en raged at the wom an and went 
off to wage war u  against the rest of her 
off spring v —   those who keep  God’s 
com mands w and hold fast  their tes-
ti mo ny  about  Jesus. x

the Beast out of the sea

13 The drag on a  stood on the 
 shore of the sea. And I saw a 

 beast com ing out of the sea. y It had 
ten  horns and sev en  heads, z with ten 
 crowns on its  horns, and on each 
head a blas phe mous name. a 2 The 
 beast I saw re sem bled a leop ard, b but 

had feet like  those of a bear c and a 
 mouth like that of a lion. d The drag-
on gave the  beast his pow er and his 
 throne and  great au thor i ty. e 3 One 
of the  heads of the  beast  seemed to 
have had a fa tal  wound, but the fa tal 
 wound had been  healed. f The  whole 
 world was  filled with won der g and 
fol lowed the  beast. 4 Peo ple wor-
shiped the drag on be cause he had 
giv en au thor i ty to the  beast, and they 
also wor shiped the  beast and  asked, 
“Who is like h the  beast? Who can 
wage war  against it?”

5 The  beast was giv en a  mouth to 
ut ter  proud  words and blas phe mies i 
and to ex er cise its au thor i ty for for-
ty-two  months. j 6 It  opened its  mouth 
to blas pheme God, and to slan der 
his name and his dwell ing  place and 
 those who live in heav en. k 7 It was 
giv en pow er to wage war l  against 
 God’s  holy peo ple and to con quer 
them. And it was giv en au thor i ty 
over ev ery  tribe, peo ple, lan guage 
and na tion. m 8 All in hab i tants of the 
 earth n will wor ship the  beast —  all 
 whose  names have not been writ ten 
in the  Lamb’s book of life, o the Lamb 
who was  slain from the cre a tion of 
the world. b p

9 Who ev er has ears, let them hear. q

 10 “If anyone is to go into captivity,
  into captivity they will go.
  If anyone is to be killed c 

with the sword,
  with the sword they 

will be killed.” d r

This  calls for pa tient en dur ance and 
faith ful ness s on the part of  God’s 
peo ple. t

a 1 Some manuscripts And I    
b 8 Or written from the creation of the world in the book 
of life belonging to the Lamb who was slain   c 10 Some 
manuscripts anyone kills   d 10 Jer . 15:2   
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the Beast out of the earth

11 Then I saw a sec ond  beast, com-
ing out of the  earth. It had two  horns 
like a lamb, but it  spoke like a drag-
on. 12 It ex er cised all the au thor i ty u 
of the  first  beast on its be half, v and 
made the  earth and its in hab i tants 
wor ship the  first  beast, w  whose fa-
tal  wound had been  healed. x 13 And it 
per formed  great  signs, y even caus ing 
fire to come down from heav en z to the 
 earth in full view of the peo ple. 14 Be-
cause of the  signs a it was giv en pow-
er to per form on be half of the  first 
 beast, it de ceived b the in hab i tants of 
the  earth. It or dered them to set up an 
im age in hon or of the  beast who was 
wound ed by the  sword and yet  lived. 
15 The sec ond  beast was giv en pow er 
to give  breath to the im age of the  first 
 beast, so that the im age  could  speak 
and  cause all who re fused to wor ship 
the im age to be  killed. c 16 It also  forced 
all peo ple,  great and  small, d rich and 
poor, free and  slave, to re ceive a mark 
on  their  right  hands or on  their fore-
heads, e 17 so that they  could not buy 
or sell un less they had the mark, f 
 which is the name of the  beast or the 
num ber of its name. g

18 This  calls for wis dom. h Let the 
per son who has in sight cal cu late the 
num ber of the  beast, for it is the num-
ber of a man. a i That num ber is 666.

the lamB aNd the 144,000

14 Then I  looked, and  there be fore 
me was the Lamb, j stand ing on 

 Mount Zion, k and with him 144,000 l 
who had his name and his Fa ther’s 
name m writ ten on  their fore heads. 
2 And I  heard a  sound from heav en 
like the roar of rush ing wa ters n and 
like a loud peal of thun der. The  sound 
I  heard was like that of harp ists 

 play ing  their  harps. o 3 And they sang 
a new song p be fore the  throne and be-
fore the four liv ing crea tures and the 
el ders. No one  could  learn the song 
ex cept the 144,000 q who had been 
re deemed from the  earth. 4 These are 
 those who did not de file them selves 
with wom en, for they re mained vir-
gins. r They fol low the Lamb wher ev er 
he goes. They were pur chased from 
 among man kind s and of fered as first-
fruits t to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie 
was  found in  their  mouths; u they are 
blame less. v

the three aNgels
6 Then I saw an oth er an gel fly ing 

in mid air, w and he had the eter nal 
gos pel to pro claim to  those who live 
on the  earth x —  to ev ery na tion,  tribe, 
lan guage and peo ple. y 7 He said in a 
loud  voice, “Fear God z and give him 
glo ry, a be cause the hour of his judg-
ment has come. Wor ship him who 
made the heav ens, the  earth, the sea 
and the  springs of wa ter.” b

8 A sec ond an gel fol lowed and said, 
“ ‘Fall en! Fall en is Bab ylon the  Great,’ b c 
 which made all the na tions  drink the 
mad den ing wine of her adul ter ies.” d

9 A  third an gel fol lowed them and 
said in a loud  voice: “If any one wor-
ships the  beast and its im age e and re-
ceives its mark on  their fore head or 
on  their hand, 10 they, too, will  drink 
the wine of  God’s fury, f  which has 
been  poured full  strength into the 
cup of his  wrath. g They will be tor-
ment ed with burn ing sul fur in the 
pres ence of the holy an gels and of 
the Lamb. 11 And the  smoke of  their 
tor ment will rise for ever and ever. h 
 There will be no rest day or  night for 
 those who wor ship the  beast and its 
im age, or for any one who re ceives 
the mark of its name.” 12 This  calls 
for pa tient en dur ance on the part of a 18 Or is humanity’s number   b 8 Isaiah 21:9   
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the peo ple of God i who keep his com-
mands and re main faith ful to  Jesus.

13 Then I  heard a  voice from heav en 
say, “Write this:  Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord j from now on.”

“Yes,” says the Spir it, “they will rest 
from  their la bor, for  their  deeds will 
fol low them.”

harVestINg the earth aNd 
tramPlINg the wINePress

14 I  looked, and  there be fore me 
was a  white  cloud, and seat ed on the 
 cloud was one like a son of man a k 
with a  crown l of gold on his head and 
a  sharp sick le in his hand. 15 Then an-
oth er an gel came out of the tem ple 
and  called in a loud  voice to him who 
was sit ting on the  cloud, “Take your 
sick le m and reap, be cause the time to 
reap has come, for the har vest n of the 
 earth is ripe.” 16 So he who was seat ed 
on the  cloud  swung his sick le over the 
 earth, and the  earth was har vest ed.

17 An oth er an gel came out of the 
tem ple in heav en, and he too had a 
 sharp sick le. 18 Still an oth er an gel, who 
had  charge of the fire, came from the 
al tar and  called in a loud  voice to him 
who had the  sharp sick le, “Take your 
 sharp sick le and gath er the clus ters of 
 grapes from the  earth’s vine, be cause 
its  grapes are ripe.” 19 The an gel  swung 
his sick le on the  earth, gath ered its 
 grapes and  threw them into the  great 
wine press of  God’s  wrath. o 20 They 
were tram pled in the wine press p out-
side the city, q and  blood  flowed out of 
the  press, ris ing as high as the hors es’ 
bri dles for a dis tance of 1,600 sta dia. b

seVeN aNgels wIth seVeN 
Plagues

15 I saw in heav en an oth er  great 
and mar vel ous sign: r sev en an-

gels s with the sev en last  plagues t —  
last, be cause with them  God’s  wrath 
is com plet ed. 2 And I saw what  looked 

like a sea of  glass u glow ing with fire 
and, stand ing be side the sea,  those 
who had been vic to ri ous over the 
 beast and its im age v and over the num-
ber of its name. They held  harps giv-
en them by God 3 and sang the song of 
 God’s ser vant Mo ses w and of the Lamb:

  “Great and marvelous 
are your deeds, x

  Lord God Almighty.
  Just and true are your ways, y

  King of the nations. c

 4 Who will not fear you, Lord, z

  and bring glory to your name?
  For you alone are holy.
  All nations will come
  and worship before you, a

  for your righteous acts have 
been revealed.” d

5 Af ter this I  looked, and I saw in 
heav en the tem ple b —  that is, the tab-
er na cle of the cov enant law c —  and 
it was  opened. 6 Out of the tem ple d 
came the sev en an gels with the sev en 
 plagues. e They were  dressed in  clean, 
shin ing lin en and wore gold en sash es 
 around  their  chests. f 7 Then one of the 
four liv ing crea tures g gave to the sev-
en an gels sev en gold en  bowls  filled 
with the  wrath of God, who  lives for 
ever and ever. 8 And the tem ple was 
 filled with  smoke h from the glo ry of 
God and from his pow er, and no one 
 could en ter the tem ple i un til the sev-
en  plagues of the sev en an gels were 
com plet ed.

the seVeN Bowls of god’s wrath

16 Then I  heard a loud  voice from 
the tem ple say ing to the sev en 

an gels, j “Go, pour out the sev en  bowls 
of  God’s  wrath on the earth.”

a 14 See Daniel 7:13 .   b 20 That is, about 180 miles 
or about 300 kilometers   c 3 Some manuscripts 
ages   d 3,4 Phrases in this song are drawn from 
Psalm 111:2,3; Deut . 32:4; Jer . 10:7; Psalms 86:9; 98:2 .   
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