
Genesis

The creATioN

1 aIn the beginning bGod ccreated the heavens and the earth.
2 And the earth was a a,1formless and desolate emptiness, and bdarkness 

was over the 2surface of the deep, and cthe Spirit of God dwas hovering over 
the 2surface of the waters.
3 Then aGod said, “1Let there be light”; and there was light.
4 God saw that the light was agood; and God bseparated the light from the 
darkness.
5 aGod called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night.” And bthere 
was evening and there was morning, one day.
6 Then God said, “Let there be 1an aexpanse in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.”
7 God made the 1expanse, and separated athe waters that were below the 
1expanse from the waters bthat were above the 1expanse; and it was so.
8 God called the 1expanse “heaven.” And there was evening and there was 
morning, a second day.
9 Then God said, “aLet the waters below the heavens be gathered into one 
place, and let bthe dry land appear”; and it was so.
10 And God called the dry land “earth,” and the agathering of the waters He 
called “seas”; and God saw that it was good.
11 Then God said, “Let the earth sprout 1,avegetation, 2plants yielding seed, 
and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit according to 3their kind 4with seed 
in them”; and it was so.
12 The earth produced 1vegetation, 2plants yielding seed according to 3their 
kind, and trees bearing fruit 4with seed in them, according to 3their kind; 
and God saw that it was good.
13 And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.
14 Then God said, “Let there be 1,alights in the 2,bexpanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night, and they shall 3serve as csigns and for dsea-
sons, and for days and years;
15 and they 1shall serve as lights in the 2expanse of the heavens to give light 
on the earth”; and it was so.
16 God made the two great lights, the agreater light 1to govern the day, and 
the lesser light 1to govern the night; He made bthe stars also.
17 aGod placed them in the 1expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth,
18 and 1to agovern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness; and God saw that it was good.
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13 ‘No hand shall touch him, but ahe shall certainly be stoned or 1shot 
through; whether animal or person, the violator shall not live.’ When the 
ram’s horn sounds a long blast, they shall come up to bthe mountain.”
14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and consecrated 
the people, and they washed their garments.
15 He also said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not go near a 
woman.”
16 aSo it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were 
1thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud over the mountain and 
a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp 
trembled.
17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they 
stood at the 1foot of the mountain.

The lord ViSiTS SiNAi
18 aNow Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the Lord descended upon it 
bin fire; and its smoke ascended like cthe smoke of a furnace, and dthe entire 
mountain 1quaked violently.
19 When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, 
and aGod answered him with 1thunder.
20 Then athe Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; 
and the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.
21 Then the Lord spoke to Moses: “Go down, 1warn the people, so that 
athey do not break through to the Lord to stare, and many of them 2perish.
22 “Also have the apriests who approach the Lord consecrate themselves, 
or else the Lord will break out against them.”
23 And Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up to Mount Si-
nai, for You 1warned us, saying, ‘aSet boundaries around the mountain and 
consecrate it.’ ”
24 Then the Lord said to him, “1Go down and come up again, ayou and 
Aaron with you; but do not let the bpriests and the people break through to 
come up to the Lord, or He will break out against them.”
25 So Moses went down to the people and told them.

The TeN commANdmeNTS

20 Then God spoke all these words, saying,
2 “aI am the Lord your God, bwho brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of 1slavery.
3 “aYou shall have no other bgods 1before Me.
4 “aYou shall not make for yourself 1an idol, or any likeness of what is in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth.
5 “aYou shall not worship them nor serve them; for I, the Lord your God, 
am a bjealous God, cinflicting the 1punishment of the fathers on the chil-
dren, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me,
6 but showing 1favor to athousands, to those who love Me and keep My 
commandments.
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18 “And the Lord sent you on a 1mission, and said, ‘aGo and completely destroy 
the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are eliminated.’
19 “Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? aInstead, you loudly 
rushed upon the spoils and did what was evil in the sight of the Lord!”
20 Then Saul said to Samuel, “aI did obey the voice of the Lord, for I went 
on the 1mission on which the Lord sent me; and I have brought Agag the 
king of Amalek, and have completely destroyed the Amalekites.
21 “But athe people took some of the spoils, sheep and oxen, the choicest of the 
things designated for destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”
22 Samuel said,

“aDoes the Lord have as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
As in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, bto obey is better than a sacrifice,
And to pay attention is better than the fat of rams.

23 “For rebellion is as reprehensible as the sin of adivination,
And insubordination is as reprehensible as bfalse religion and idolatry.
Since you have rejected the word of the Lord,
cHe has also rejected you from being king.”

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “aI have sinned, for bI have violated the 1com-
mand of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people and lis-
tened to their voice.
25 “Now then, aplease pardon my sin and return with me, so that I may wor-
ship the Lord.”
26 But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you; for ayou have rejected 
the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over 
Israel.”
27 Then Samuel turned to go, but aSaul grasped the edge of his robe, and it 
tore off.
28 So Samuel said to him, “aThe Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from 
you today and has given it to your neighbor, who is better than you.
29 “Also the 1,aGlory of Israel bwill not lie nor change His mind; for He is not 
a man, that He would change His mind.”
30 Then Saul said, “I have sinned; abut please honor me now before the el-
ders of my people and before all Israel, and go back with me, bso that I may 
worship the Lord your God.”
31 So Samuel went back following Saul, and Saul worshiped the Lord.
32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag, the king of the Amalekites.” And Agag 
came to him 1cheerfully. And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is gone!”
33 But Samuel said, “aAs your sword has made women childless, so shall 
your mother be childless among women.” And Samuel cut Agag to pieces 
before the Lord at Gilgal.
34 Then Samuel went to aRamah, but Saul went up to his house at bGibeah 
of Saul.
35 And aSamuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, though 
Samuel bmourned for 1Saul. And the Lord regretted that He had made Saul 
king over Israel.
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PSALM 26
proTeSTATioN oF iNTeGriTy ANd prAyer For proTecTioN.
A Psalm of David.

1 1,aVindicate me, Lord, for I have bwalked in my integrity,
And I have ctrusted in the Lord 2,dwithout wavering.

2 aExamine me, Lord, and put me to the test;
bRefine my 1mind and my heart.

3 For Your a,1goodness is before my eyes,
And I have bwalked in Your truth.

4 I do not asit with 1deceitful people,
Nor will I go with 2,bpretenders.

5 I ahate the assembly of evildoers,
And I will not sit with the wicked.

6 I will awash my hands in innocence,
And I will go around bYour altar, Lord,

7 That I may proclaim with the voice of athanksgiving
And declare all Your 1wonders.

8 Lord, I alove the dwelling of Your house,
And the place 1where Your bglory remains.

9 aDo not 1take my soul away along with sinners,
Nor my life with bmen of bloodshed,

10 In whose hands is a awicked scheme,
And whose right hand is full of bbribes.

11 But as for me, I will awalk in my integrity;
bRedeem me, and be gracious to me.

12 aMy foot stands on blevel ground;
In the ccongregations I will bless the Lord.

PSALM 27
A pSAlm oF FeArleSS TruST iN God.
A Psalm of David.

1 The Lord is my alight and my bsalvation;
Whom should I fear?
The Lord is the 1,cdefense of my life;
dWhom should I dread?

2 When evildoers came upon me to adevour my flesh,
My adversaries and my enemies, they bstumbled and fell.

3 If an aarmy encamps against me,
My heart will not fear;
If war arises against me,
In spite of this I am bconfident.

4 aOne thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek:
That I may bdwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
To behold cthe 1beauty of the Lord
And to 2,dmeditate in His temple.
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10 Go through, ago through the gates,
Clear a way 1for the people!
bBuild up, build up the chighway,
Remove the stones, lift up a dflag over the peoples.

11 Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the aend of the earth:
bSay to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your csalvation is coming;
dBehold His reward is with Him, and His compensation before Him.”

12 And they will call them, “aThe holy people,
The bredeemed of the Lord”;
And you will be called, “Sought Out, A City cNot Abandoned.”

God’S VeNGeANce oN The NATioNS

63 Who is this who comes from aEdom,
With bgarments of 1glowing colors from cBozrah,

This One who is majestic in His apparel,
2Marching in the greatness of His strength?

“It is I, the One who speaks in righteousness, dmighty to save.”
2 Why is Your apparel red,

And Your garments like one who atreads in the wine press?
3 “aI have trodden the wine trough alone,

And from the peoples there was no one with Me.
I also btrod them in My anger
And ctrampled them in My wrath;
And dtheir 1lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments,
And I 2stained all My clothes.

4 “For the aday of vengeance was in My heart,
And My year of redemption has come.

5 “I looked, but there was ano one to help,
And I was astonished and there was no one to uphold;
So My bown arm brought salvation to Me,
And My wrath upheld Me.

6 “I atrampled down the peoples in My anger
And made them bdrunk with My wrath,
And I 1poured out their lifeblood on the earth.”

God’S ANcieNT mercieS recAlled
7 I will make mention of the amercies of the Lord, and the praises of 

the Lord,
According to all that the Lord has granted us,
And the great bgoodness toward the house of Israel,
Which He has granted them according to His ccompassion
And according to the abundance of His mercies.

8 For He said, “Certainly they are aMy people,
Sons who will not deal falsely.”
So He became their bSavior.
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26 So they said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your 
eyes?”
27 He answered them, “aI told you already and you did not blisten; why do 
you want to hear it again? You do not want to become His disciples too, do 
you?”
28 They spoke abusively to him and said, “You are His disciple, but awe are 
disciples of Moses.
29 “We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, awe do not 
know where He is from.”
30 The man answered and said to them, “Well, here is the amazing thing, 
that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes!
31 “We know that aGod does not listen to sinners; but if someone is 1God- 
fearing and does His will, He listens to him.
32 “1Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened 
the eyes of a person born blind.
33 “aIf this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”
34 They answered him, “aYou were born entirely in sins, and yet you are 
teaching us?” So they 1,bput him out.

JeSuS AFFirmS hiS deiTy
35 Jesus heard that they had 1,aput him out, and upon finding him, He said, 
“Do you believe in the bSon of Man?”
36 He answered 1by saying, “And awho is He, 2Sir, that I may believe in Him?”
37 Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him, and aHe is the one who is 
talking with you.”
38 And he said, “I believe, Lord.” And he aworshiped Him.
39 And Jesus said, “aFor judgment I came into this world, so that bthose who 
do not see may see, and cthose who see may become blind.”
40 Those who were with Him from the Pharisees heard these things and 
said to Him, “aWe are not blind too, are we?”
41 Jesus said to them, “aIf you were blind, you would have no sin; but now 
that you maintain, ‘bWe see,’ your sin remains.

pArABle oF The Good Shepherd

10 “Truly, truly I say to you, the one who does not enter by the door into 
the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is aa thief and 

a robber.
2 “But the one who enters by the door is aa shepherd of the sheep.
3 “To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep listen to ahis voice, and he 
calls his own sheep by name and bleads them out.
4 “When he puts all his own sheep outside, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him because they know ahis voice.
5 “However, a stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, 
because they do not know athe voice of strangers.”
6 Jesus told them this afigure of speech, but they did not understand what 
the things which He was saying to them 1meant.
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The dANGer oF FAlliNG AwAy

6 Therefore aleaving bthe 1elementary teaching about the 2Christ, let us 
press on to 3,cmaturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance 

from ddead works and of faith toward God,
2 of ainstruction about 1washings and blaying on of hands, and about the 
cresurrection of the dead and ceternal judgment.
3 And this we will do, aif God permits.
4 For it is aimpossible, in the case of those who have once been aenlightened 
and have tasted of bthe heavenly gift and have been made cpartakers of the 
Holy Spirit,
5 and ahave tasted the good bword of God and the powers of cthe age to come,
6 and then have 1fallen away, to arestore them again to repentance, 2,bsince 
they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.
7 For ground that drinks the rain which often 1falls on it and produces veg-
etation useful to those afor whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing 
from God;
8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and 1,aclose to being 
cursed, and 2it ends up being burned.

BeTTer ThiNGS For you
9 But, abeloved, we are convinced of better things regarding you, and things 
that 1accompany salvation, even though we are speaking in this way.
10 For aGod is not unjust so as to forget byour work and the love which you have 
shown toward His name, by having cserved and by still serving the 1saints.
11 And we desire that each one of you demonstrate the same diligence 1so as 
to realize the afull assurance of bhope until the end,
12 so that you will not be sluggish, but aimitators of those who through bfaith 
and endurance cinherit the promises.
13 For awhen God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear an 
oath by no one greater, He bswore by Himself,
14 saying, “aiNdeed I will GreATly BleSS you ANd I will GreATly mul-
Tiply you.”
15 And so, ahaving patiently waited, he obtained the promise.
16 aFor people swear an oath by 1one greater than themselves, and with them 
ban oath serving as confirmation is an end of every dispute.
17 1In the same way God, desiring even more to demonstrate to athe heirs of 
the promise 2,bthe fact that His purpose is unchangeable, 3confirmed it with 
an oath,
18 so that by two unchangeable things in which ait is impossible for God to 
lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to hold 
firmly to bthe hope set before us.
19 1This ahope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and reliable 
and one which benters 2within the veil,
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The ANGel ANd The liTTle Scroll

10 I saw another astrong angel bcoming down from heaven, clothed 
with a cloud; and the crainbow was on his head, and dhis face was 

like the sun, and his efeet like pillars of fire;
2 and he had in his hand a alittle scroll, which was open. He placed bhis right 
foot on the sea and his left on the land;
3 and he cried out with a loud voice, aas when a lion roars; and when he had 
cried out, the bseven peals of thunder 1uttered their voices.
4 When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, aI was about to write; and 
I bheard a voice from heaven, saying, “cSeal up the things which the seven 
peals of thunder have spoken, and do not write them.”
5 Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land araised his 
right hand to heaven,
6 aand swore by bHim who lives forever and ever, cwho created heaven and 
the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and the things 
in it, that dthere will no longer be a delay,
7 but in the days of the voice of the aseventh angel, when he is about to 
sound, then bthe mystery of God is finished, as He announced to His ser-
vants the prophets.
8 Then athe voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with 
me, and saying, “Go, take bthe scroll which is open in the hand of the angel 
who bstands on the sea and on the land.”
9 And I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little scroll. And he 
*said to me, “aTake it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your 
mouth it will be sweet as honey.”
10 I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it, and in my mouth 
it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made 
bitter.
11 And athey *said to me, “You must bprophesy again concerning cmany peo-
ples, nations, languages, and dkings.”

The Two wiTNeSSeS

11 Then there was given to me a 1,ameasuring rod like a staff; 2and bsome-
one said, “Get up and measure the 3temple of God and the altar, and 

those who worship in it.
2 “1Leave out the acourtyard which is outside the 2temple and do not mea-
sure it, because bit has been given to the nations; and they will btrample cthe 
holy city for dforty- two months.
3 “And I will grant authority to my two awitnesses, and they will prophesy 
for b1,260 days, clothed in csackcloth.”
4 These are the atwo olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before 
the Lord of the earth.
5 And if anyone wants to harm them, afire flows out of their mouth and 
devours their enemies; and so if anyone wants to harm them, bhe must be 
killed in this way.
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