
5 One year later Kedorlaomer and his al-
lies arrived and defeated the Rephaites at 
Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzites at Ham, 
the Emites at Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the 
Horites at Mount Seir, as far as El-paran 
at the edge of the wilderness. 7 Then they 
turned back and came to En-mishpat (now 
called Kadesh) and conquered all the ter-
ritory of the Amalekites, and also the Am
orites living in Hazazon-tamar.

8 Then the rebel kings of Sodom, Gomor
rah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela (also called 
Zoar) prepared for battle in the valley of 
the Dead Sea.* 9 They fought against King 
Kedorlaomer of Elam, King Tidal of Goiim, 
King Amraphel of Babylonia, and King Ari
och of Ellasar—four kings against five. 10As 
it happened, the valley of the Dead Sea was 
filled with tar pits. And as the army of the 
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some 
fell into the tar pits, while the rest escaped 
into the mountains. 11 The victorious in-
vaders then plundered Sodom and Go
morrah and headed for home, taking with 
them all the spoils of war and the food sup-
plies. 12 They also captured Lot—Abram’s 
nephew who lived in Sodom—and carried 
off everything he owned.

13 But one of Lot’s men escaped and re-
ported everything to Abram the Hebrew, 
who was living near the oak grove belonging 
to Mamre the Amorite. Mamre and his rela-
tives, Eshcol and Aner, were Abram’s allies.

14 When Abram heard that his nephew 
Lot had been captured, he mobilized the 
318 trained men who had been born into 
his household. Then he pursued Kedorla
omer’s army until he caught up with them 
at Dan. 15 There he divided his men and at-
tacked during the night. Kedorlaomer’s 
army fled, but Abram chased them as far 
as Hobah, north of Damascus. 16Abram re-
covered all the goods that had been taken, 
and he brought back his nephew Lot with 

his possessions and all the women and 
other captives.

Melchizedek Blesses Abram
17After Abram returned from his victory 
over Kedorlaomer and all his allies, the 
king of Sodom went out to meet him in the 
valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).

18And Melchizedek, the king of Salem 
and a priest of God Most High,* brought 
Abram some bread and wine. 19 Melchize
dek blessed Abram with this blessing:

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth.

	20	And blessed be God Most High,
who has defeated your 

enemies for you.”

Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of 
all the goods he had recovered.

21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give 
back my people who were captured. But 
you may keep for yourself all the goods you 
have recovered.”

22Abram replied to the king of Sodom, “I 
solemnly swear to the Lord, God Most High, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 23 that I will not 
take so much as a single thread or sandal 
thong from what belongs to you. Other-
wise you might say, ‘I am the one who made 
Abram rich.’ 24 I will accept only what my 
young warriors have already eaten, and I re-
quest that you give a fair share of the goods 
to my allies—Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.”

  15 

The Lord’s Covenant Promise to 
Abram

S ome time later, the Lord spoke to 
Abram in a vision and said to him, 
“Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will 

protect you, and your reward will be great.”
2 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, 

what good are all your blessings when I 
don’t even have a son? Since you’ve given 

​14:8 Hebrew Siddim Valley (see 14:3); also in 14:10. ​
14:18 Hebrew El-Elyon; also in 14:19, 20, 22. ​
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45 “Those who suffer from a serious skin 
disease must tear their clothing and leave 
their hair uncombed.* They must cover 
their mouth and call out, ‘Unclean! Un-
clean!’ 46As long as the serious disease 
lasts, they will be ceremonially unclean. 
They must live in isolation in their place 
outside the camp.

Treatment of Contaminated 
Clothing
47 “Now suppose mildew* contaminates 
some woolen or linen clothing, 48 woolen 
or linen fabric, the hide of an animal, or 
anything made of leather. 49 If the contam-
inated area in the clothing, the animal 
hide, the fabric, or the leather article has 
turned greenish or reddish, it is contami-
nated with mildew and must be shown to 
the priest. 50After examining the affected 
spot, the priest will put the article in quar-
antine for seven days. 51 On the seventh day 
the priest must inspect it again. If the con-
taminated area has spread, the clothing or 
fabric or leather is clearly contaminated 
by a serious mildew and is ceremoni-
ally unclean. 52 The priest must burn the 
item—the clothing, the woolen or linen 
fabric, or piece of leather—for it has been 
contaminated by a serious mildew. It must 
be completely destroyed by fire.

53 “But if the priest examines it and 
finds that the contaminated area has not 
spread in the clothing, the fabric, or the 
leather, 54 the priest will order the object 
to be washed and then quarantined for 
seven more days. 55 Then the priest must 
examine the object again. If he finds that 
the contaminated area has not changed 
color after being washed, even if it did not 
spread, the object is defiled. It must be 
completely burned up, whether the con-
taminated spot* is on the inside or outside. 
56 But if the priest examines it and finds 
that the contaminated area has faded after 
being washed, he must cut the spot from 
the clothing, the fabric, or the leather. 57 If  
the spot later reappears on the clothing, the 

fabric, or the leather article, the mildew is 
clearly spreading, and the contaminated 
object must be burned up. 58 But if the spot 
disappears from the clothing, the fabric, or 
the leather article after it has been washed, 
it must be washed again; then it will be cer-
emonially clean.

59 “These are the instructions for dealing 
with mildew that contaminates woolen or 
linen clothing or fabric or anything made 
of leather. This is how the priest will de-
termine whether these items are ceremo-
nially clean or unclean.”

  14 

Cleansing from Skin Diseases

A nd the Lord said to Moses, 2 “The 
following instructions are for 
those seeking ceremonial purifi-

cation from a skin disease.* Those who 
have been healed must be brought to the 
priest, 3 who will examine them at a place 
outside the camp. If the priest finds that 
someone has been healed of a serious 
skin disease, 4 he will perform a purifica-
tion ceremony, using two live birds that 
are ceremonially clean, a stick of cedar,* 
some scarlet yarn, and a hyssop branch. 
5 The priest will order that one bird be 
slaughtered over a clay pot filled with 
fresh water. 6 He will take the live bird, the 
cedar stick, the scarlet yarn, and the hys-
sop branch, and dip them into the blood 
of the bird that was slaughtered over the 
fresh water. 7 The priest will then sprin-
kle the blood of the dead bird seven times 
on the person being purified of the skin 
disease. When the priest has purified the 
person, he will release the live bird in the 
open field to fly away.

8 “The persons being purified must then 
wash their clothes, shave off all their hair, 

13:45 Or and uncover their heads. ​ 13:47 Traditionally 
rendered leprosy. The Hebrew term used throughout 
this passage is the same term used for the various skin 
diseases described in 13:1-46. ​ 13:55 The meaning of the 
Hebrew is uncertain. ​ 14:2 Traditionally rendered leprosy; 
see note on 13:2a. ​ 14:4 Or juniper; also in 14:6, 49, 51. 
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	5	He loves whatever is just and good;
the unfailing love of the 

Lord fills the earth.

	6	The Lord merely spoke,
and the heavens were created.

He breathed the word,
and all the stars were born.

	7	He assigned the sea its boundaries
and locked the oceans in 

vast reservoirs.
	8	Let the whole world fear the Lord,

and let everyone stand in awe of him.
	9	For when he spoke, the world began!

It appeared at his command.

	10	The Lord frustrates the 
plans of the nations

and thwarts all their schemes.
	11	But the Lord’s plans stand firm forever;

his intentions can never be shaken.

	12	What joy for the nation whose 
God is the Lord,

whose people he has chosen 
as his inheritance.

	13	The Lord looks down from heaven
and sees the whole human race.

	14	From his throne he observes
all who live on the earth.

	15	He made their hearts,
so he understands everything they do.

	16	The best-equipped army 
cannot save a king,

nor is great strength enough 
to save a warrior.

	17	Don’t count on your warhorse 
to give you victory—

for all its strength, it cannot save you.

	18	But the Lord watches over 
those who fear him,

those who rely on his unfailing love.
	19	He rescues them from death

and keeps them alive in 
times of famine.

	20	We put our hope in the Lord.
He is our help and our shield.

	21	In him our hearts rejoice,
for we trust in his holy name.

	22	Let your unfailing love 
surround us, Lord,

for our hope is in you alone.

  34 
A psalm* of David, regarding the time he 

pretended to be insane in front of Abimelech, 
who sent him away.

I will praise the Lord at all times.
I will constantly speak his praises.
2 I will boast only in the Lord;
let all who are helpless take heart.

	3	Come, let us tell of the Lord’s greatness;
let us exalt his name together.

	4	I prayed to the Lord, and 
he answered me.

He freed me from all my fears.
	5	Those who look to him for help 

will be radiant with joy;
no shadow of shame will 

darken their faces.
	6	In my desperation I prayed, 

and the Lord listened;
he saved me from all my troubles.

	7	For the angel of the Lord is a guard;
he surrounds and defends 

all who fear him.

	8	Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Oh, the joys of those who 

take refuge in him!
	9	Fear the Lord, you his godly people,

for those who fear him will 
have all they need.

	10	Even strong young lions 
sometimes go hungry,

but those who trust in the Lord 
will lack no good thing.

​34 This psalm is a Hebrew acrostic poem; each verse 
begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 
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fast, I will pay no attention. When they 
present their burnt offerings and grain of-
ferings to me, I will not accept them. In-
stead, I will devour them with war, famine, 
and disease.”

13 Then I said, “O Sovereign Lord, their 
prophets are telling them, ‘All is well—no 
war or famine will come. The Lord will 
surely send you peace.’”

14 Then the Lord said, “These prophets 
are telling lies in my name. I did not send 
them or tell them to speak. I did not give 
them any messages. They prophesy of vi-
sions and revelations they have never seen 
or heard. They speak foolishness made up 
in their own lying hearts. 15 Therefore, this 
is what the Lord says: I will punish these 
lying prophets, for they have spoken in 
my name even though I never sent them. 
They say that no war or famine will come, 
but they themselves will die by war and 
famine! 16As for the people to whom they 
prophesy—their bodies will be thrown out 
into the streets of Jerusalem, victims of 
famine and war. There will be no one left 
to bury them. Husbands, wives, sons, and 
daughters—all will be gone. For I will pour 
out their own wickedness on them. 17 Now, 
Jeremiah, say this to them:

“Night and day my eyes 
overflow with tears.

I cannot stop weeping,
for my virgin daughter—my 

precious people—
has been struck down
and lies mortally wounded.

	18	If I go out into the fields,
I see the bodies of people 

slaughtered by the enemy.
If I walk the city streets,

I see people who have 
died of starvation.

The prophets and priests 
continue with their work,

but they don’t know what 
they’re doing.”

A Prayer for Healing
	19	Lord, have you completely 

rejected Judah?
Do you really hate Jerusalem?*

Why have you wounded us past 
all hope of healing?

We hoped for peace, but 
no peace came.

We hoped for a time of healing, 
but found only terror.

	20	Lord, we confess our wickedness
and that of our ancestors, too.
We all have sinned against you.

	21	For the sake of your reputation, 
Lord, do not abandon us.

Do not disgrace your own 
glorious throne.

Please remember us,
and do not break your 

covenant with us.

	22	Can any of the worthless foreign 
gods send us rain?

Does it fall from the sky by itself?
No, you are the one, O Lord our God!

Only you can do such things.
So we will wait for you to help us.

  15 

Judah’s Inevitable Doom

T hen the Lord said to me, “Even if 
Moses and Samuel stood before 
me pleading for these people, I 

wouldn’t help them. Away with them! Get 
them out of my sight! 2And if they say to 
you, ‘But where can we go?’ tell them, ‘This 
is what the Lord says:

“‘Those who are destined 
for death, to death;

those who are destined 
for war, to war;

those who are destined for 
famine, to famine;

14:19 Hebrew Zion? ​
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36Amazed, the people exclaimed, “What 
authority and power this man’s words pos-
sess! Even evil spirits obey him, and they 
flee at his command!” 37 The news about 
Jesus spread through every village in the 
entire region.

Jesus Heals Many People
38After leaving the synagogue that day, Jesus 
went to Simon’s home, where he found Si
mon’s mother-in-law very sick with a high 
fever. “Please heal her,” everyone begged. 
39 Standing at her bedside, he rebuked the 
fever, and it left her. And she got up at once 
and prepared a meal for them.

40As the sun went down that evening, 
people throughout the village brought sick 
family members to Jesus. No matter what 
their diseases were, the touch of his hand 
healed every one. 41 Many were possessed 
by demons; and the demons came out at 
his command, shouting, “You are the Son 
of God!” But because they knew he was the 
Messiah, he rebuked them and refused to 
let them speak.

Jesus Continues to Preach
42 Early the next morning Jesus went out 
to an isolated place. The crowds searched 
everywhere for him, and when they finally 
found him, they begged him not to leave 
them. 43 But he replied, “I must preach the 
Good News of the Kingdom of God in other 
towns, too, because that is why I was sent.” 
44 So he continued to travel around, preach-
ing in synagogues throughout Judea.*

  5 

The First Disciples

O ne day as Jesus was preaching on 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee,* 
great crowds pressed in on him to 

listen to the word of God. 2 He noticed two 

empty boats at the water’s edge, for the 
fishermen had left them and were wash-
ing their nets. 3 Stepping into one of the 
boats, Jesus asked Simon,* its owner, to 
push it out into the water. So he sat in the 
boat and taught the crowds from there.

4 When he had finished speaking, he said 
to Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper, 
and let down your nets to catch some fish.”

5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked 
hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. 
But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down 
again.” 6And this time their nets were so 
full of fish they began to tear! 7A shout for 
help brought their partners in the other 
boat, and soon both boats were filled with 
fish and on the verge of sinking.

8 When Simon Peter realized what had hap-
pened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and 
said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such 
a sinful man.” 9 For he was awestruck by the 
number of fish they had caught, as were the 
others with him. 10 His partners, James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed.

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! 
From now on you’ll be fishing for peo-
ple!” 11And as soon as they landed, they left 
everything and followed Jesus.

Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy
12 In one of the villages, Jesus met a man 
with an advanced case of leprosy. When 
the man saw Jesus, he bowed with his face 
to the ground, begging to be healed. “Lord,” 
he said, “if you are willing, you can heal me 
and make me clean.”

13 Jesus reached out and touched him. 
“I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” And 
instantly the leprosy disappeared. 14 Then 
Jesus instructed him not to tell anyone 
what had happened. He said, “Go to the 
priest and let him examine you. Take along 
the offering required in the law of Moses 
for those who have been healed of leprosy.* 
This will be a public testimony that you 
have been cleansed.”

15 But despite Jesus’ instructions, the re-
port of his power spread even faster, and 

​4:44 Some manuscripts read Galilee. ​ 5:1 Greek Lake 
Gennesaret, another name for the Sea of Galilee. ​
5:3 Simon is called “Peter” in 6:14 and thereafter. ​
5:14 See Lev 14:2-32. ​
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had said. 24 When they heard the report, all 
the believers lifted their voices together in 
prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of 
heaven and earth, the sea, and everything 
in them—25 you spoke long ago by the Holy 
Spirit through our ancestor David, your 
servant, saying,

‘Why were the nations so angry?
Why did they waste their 

time with futile plans?
	26	The kings of the earth 

prepared for battle;
the rulers gathered together

against the Lord
and against his Messiah.’*

27 “In fact, this has happened here in this 
very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate 
the governor, the Gentiles, and the people 
of Israel were all united against Jesus, your 
holy servant, whom you anointed. 28 But 
everything they did was determined be-
forehand according to your will. 29And 
now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, 
your servants, great boldness in preaching 
your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with 
healing power; may miraculous signs and 
wonders be done through the name of your 
holy servant Jesus.”

31After this prayer, the meeting place 
shook, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word 
of God with boldness.

The Believers Share Their 
Possessions
32All the believers were united in heart and 
mind. And they felt that what they owned 
was not their own, so they shared every
thing they had. 33 The apostles testified pow-
erfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and God’s great blessing was upon them all. 
34 There were no needy people among them, 
because those who owned land or houses 
would sell them 35 and bring the money to 
the apostles to give to those in need.

36 For instance, there was Joseph, the one 
the apostles nicknamed Barnabas (which 
means “Son of Encouragement”). He was 
from the tribe of Levi and came from the 
island of Cyprus. 37 He sold a field he owned 
and brought the money to the apostles.

  5 

Ananias and Sapphira

B ut there was a certain man named 
Ananias who, with his wife, Sapphi
ra, sold some property. 2 He brought 

part of the money to the apostles, claim-
ing it was the full amount. With his wife’s 
consent, he kept the rest.

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, why have 
you let Satan fill your heart? You lied to 
the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the 
money for yourself. 4 The property was 
yours to sell or not sell, as you wished. And 
after selling it, the money was also yours 
to give away. How could you do a thing like 
this? You weren’t lying to us but to God!”

5As soon as Ananias heard these words, 
he fell to the floor and died. Everyone who 
heard about it was terrified. 6 Then some 
young men got up, wrapped him in a sheet, 
and took him out and buried him.

7About three hours later his wife came 
in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Pe
ter asked her, “Was this the price you and 
your husband received for your land?”

“Yes,” she replied, “that was the price.”
9And Peter said, “How could the two of 

you even think of conspiring to test the 
Spirit of the Lord like this? The young men 
who buried your husband are just outside 
the door, and they will carry you out, too.”

10 Instantly, she fell to the floor and died. 
When the young men came in and saw that 
she was dead, they carried her out and bur-
ied her beside her husband. 11 Great fear 
gripped the entire church and everyone 
else who heard what had happened.

​4:25-26 Or his anointed one; or his Christ. Ps 2:1-2. ​
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  5 

Faith Brings Joy

T herefore, since we have been made 
right in God’s sight by faith, we have 
peace* with God because of what 

Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Be-
cause of our faith, Christ has brought us into 
this place of undeserved privilege where we 
now stand, and we confidently and joyfully 
look forward to sharing God’s glory.

3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into 
problems and trials, for we know that they 
help us develop endurance. 4And endur-
ance develops strength of character, and 
character strengthens our confident hope 
of salvation. 5And this hope will not lead to 
disappointment. For we know how dearly 
God loves us, because he has given us the 
Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.

6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ 
came at just the right time and died for us 
sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be 
willing to die for an upright person, though 
someone might perhaps be willing to die 
for a person who is especially good. 8 But 
God showed his great love for us by sending 
Christ to die for us while we were still sin-
ners. 9And since we have been made right 
in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he 
will certainly save us from God’s condem-
nation. 10 For since our friendship with God 
was restored by the death of his Son while 
we were still his enemies, we will certainly 
be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So 
now we can rejoice in our wonderful new 
relationship with God because our Lord 
Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.

Adam and Christ Contrasted
12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the 
world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death 
spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. 
13 Yes, people sinned even before the law was 
given. But it was not counted as sin because 

there was not yet any law to break. 14 Still, 
everyone died—from the time of Adam to 
the time of Moses—even those who did not 
disobey an explicit commandment of God, 
as Adam did. Now Adam is a symbol, a rep-
resentation of Christ, who was yet to come. 
15 But there is a great difference between Ad-
am’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For the sin 
of this one man, Adam, brought death to 
many. But even greater is God’s wonderful 
grace and his gift of forgiveness to many 
through this other man, Jesus Christ. 16And 
the result of God’s gracious gift is very dif-
ferent from the result of that one man’s 
sin. For Adam’s sin led to condemnation, 
but God’s free gift leads to our being made 
right with God, even though we are guilty 
of many sins. 17 For the sin of this one man, 
Adam, caused death to rule over many. But 
even greater is God’s wonderful grace and 
his gift of righteousness, for all who receive 
it will live in triumph over sin and death 
through this one man, Jesus Christ.

18 Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemna-
tion for everyone, but Christ’s one act of 
righteousness brings a right relationship 
with God and new life for everyone. 19 Be-
cause one person disobeyed God, many be-
came sinners. But because one other person 
obeyed God, many will be made righteous.

20 God’s law was given so that all people 
could see how sinful they were. But as peo-
ple sinned more and more, God’s wonder-
ful grace became more abundant. 21 So just 
as sin ruled over all people and brought 
them to death, now God’s wonderful grace 
rules instead, giving us right standing with 
God and resulting in eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

  6 

Sin’s Power Is Broken

W ell then, should we keep on sin-
ning so that God can show us 
more and more of his wonder-

ful grace? 2 Of course not! Since we have ​5:1 Some manuscripts read let us have peace. 
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